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T imothy Newman, director of the Summer Jazz Workshop at 

William Paterson University, enjoys telling an anecdote about 

the 2014 edition of the annual event. On a summer afternoon in 

2014, his students were milling about, waiting for the buses that would 

transport them from Wayne, New Jersey, to a Manhattan jazz mecca to 

hear music performed by the types of jazz professionals these young art-

ists emulate.

“That summer we had a lively kid from Camden,” Newman recalled. 

“He started to hold a service, almost like a gospel church, in the waiting 

area. He was doing a call-and-response with the other students and singing 

a gospel blues. There was a lot of singing and clapping. The suburban kids 

who may have never experienced that sort of energy and spirit were soak-

ing it up. I explained to them how jazz comes from the African-American 

experience and how certain things are carried forward by the black church 

and African-American music. It was such a great tie-in, and the spirit was 

so high and the energy was so good. That was a shining moment.”

In the 25 years since William Paterson University launched its week-

long Summer Jazz Workshop, stories of camaraderie, kinship and men-

toring have become the norm.

The workshop hosted pianist and jazz educator Dr. Billy Taylor as its 

Artist-in-Residence from 2003 until his death in 2010. Alto saxophon-

ist and composer Jimmy Heath has since taken the mantle. Over the 

decades, students have been tutored by an array of accomplished art-

ists, including Chris Potter, Renee Rosnes, Bob Mintzer, Lou Donaldson, 

Jon Faddis, Bernard Purdie, Slide Hampton, Curtis Fuller, Clark Terry, 

Mulgrew Miller, David “Fathead” Newman and Frank Wess. 

Students also have been educated and entertained at the workshop’s 

Jazz Room concert series by the likes of pianist Bill Charlap and drum-

mer/percussionist Dafnis Prieto. Students from ages 14 to 24 have heard 

the jazz facts of life from veterans such as Fuller and Heath, all as part of 

the workshop’s mission to foster mentorship.

“The workshop staff consists of current graduates who mentor the 

high school students,” noted Dr. David Demsey, coordinator of Jazz 

Dr. Billy Taylor (left), former William Paterson University Artist-in-
Residence, with WP Summer Jazz Workshop counselor 
and WP Jazz Studies alum Crystal Torres.

William Paterson University jazz professor  
Cecil Bridgewater works with the Summer Jazz Workshop ensemble.

Jimmy Heath (left), William Paterson University Summer Jazz Workshop  
Artist-in-Residence, chats informally with WP Summer 
Jazz Workshop student Janah Szabo. 
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Studies at WPU and a former director of the 

workshop. “We mentor the graduate students; 

Jimmy Heath mentors all of us.”

The upcoming 25th edition of the Summer 

Jazz Workshop will deliver more of what has 

made it a cherished tradition. From July 15–21, 

students will learn the art of improvisation with 

resident faculty members, such as trumpeter 

Cecil Bridgewater, bassists Charlie Dougherty, 

Steve LaSpina and Marcus McLaurine, trom-

bonist Timothy Newman, pianist James 

Weidman, trombonist Collin Banks, pianist/

vocalist Kelly Green, multi-instrumentalist 

Ben Kovacs and drummer and head workshop 

counselor Jon DiFiore. 

The workshop will include programs such 

as Guitar in Classical, Jazz and Rock; the 3rd 

Annual Audio Recording Workshop; Rock 

Band Experience Workshop; and Songwriting 

and Music Industry Workshop. The focus is on 

interaction, improvisation and new horizons.

“The workshop is modeled on William 

Paterson’s Jazz Studies program, which focus-

es on small group improvisation,” Newman 

explained. “This gives the kids a chance to 

interact with top pros who have devoted their 

lives to the music. We focus on small-combo 

playing, tunes and improvising. It’s learning 

how to play changes, learning forms, learning 

the jazz language.”

Mornings are devoted to beginning and 

advanced jazz theory and improvisation, fol-

lowed by classes in jazz history and jazz 

arranging. Afternoons consist of small-group 

rehearsals often attended and critiqued by the 

Artist-in-Residence, and a clinic by a guest art-

ist. A Jazz Room concert follows in the evening.  

“Dr. Taylor didn’t let the kids get away with 

anything,” Demsey said. “He would say some-

thing to a kid and the entire combo would 

change.”

“What struck me was how invested in the 

students the faculty was,” said bassist Billy 

Smolen, a former workshop attendee. “That 

personal touch was really indicative of the phi-

losophy of the camp: bringing the students and 

faculty together to make personal connections 

and beautiful music.”

And the students are only getting better.

“Through the years there has been one con-

stant,” said pianist/instructor James Weidman. 

“Young people are very quick. They work hard. 

At the workshop, there aren’t a lot of distrac-

tions. They’re on the campus for a week, so they 

have a lot of opportunities to play and think 

about music. As a result, one can see quite an 

improvement in a few days’ time.”

For his Artist-in-Residence responsibilities, 

Heath always considers what the students need 

to hear. “I talk to them about how to compose 

a melody, about harmonic possibilities, about 

the rhythmic possibilities of music,” he said. 

“I tell them about [the teachings of] Rudolf 

Schramm. I [tell students] to think about all the 

instruments, and how important it is to com-

pose. Not just stand up and play a B-flat blues 

and get the crowd to clap, but to think deeply 

about composition.

“What this workshop is really about is 

improvisation,” Heath continued. “So, I tell 

them about the oldest thing in the world: prac-

tice. That’s what Coltrane did. He practiced 25 

hours a day. I tell them to practice harmony and 

scales. The scales are the parents for the chords. 

And to learn them on the keyboard, not just on 

your instrument. That will open your mind to 

composition.” 

The Summer Jazz Workshop gives hungry 

jazz students a chance to learn about more than 

music. The overall experience is a combination 

of music instruction, social interaction, U.S. 

history and a civics lesson.

“When Curtis Fuller met the students,” 

Newman recalled, “he told them, ‘I was an 

orphan. I never knew my parents. I was the 

only black kid in an orphanage with 350 white 

kids.’ You could hear a pin drop. Then you hear 

Jimmy Heath talking about the racism he has 

suffered through, and doing prison time, and 

how he knew Bird, and growing up with Trane 

in Philadelphia—and the students are shocked. 

These are not old, black-and-white photos any-

more. All of a sudden, John Coltrane is alive, 

and he’s Jimmy’s friend. 

“The students recognize jazz is a continu-

um and a lineage, and that they’re part of it. It’s 

their turn. They are jazz. People have died for 

this music. That’s a huge thing for a student to 

understand.”  DB

William Paterson University Summer Jazz 
Workshop students in final performance

Taylor gives pointers to the WP  
Summer Jazz Workshop ensemble.

Heath guides WP Summer Jazz Workshop  
student Matthew Ritacco at the piano.
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EAST

Adventure Music Camp at 
Eastman School of Music
Rochester, New York

July 30–August 3 
Students can spend a week at Eastman 
making music with people who love playing, 
learning and creating, all in a supportive and 
fun environment. The program meets daily, 
Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Activities include rehearsals (strings, band, 
and chorus), theory in motion, electronic 
music like Garage Band and fun apps, com-
position and improvisation. On the final day, 
participants will perform friends and family 
members. This program is for students enter-
ing grades 5–8 who have at least two years’ 
experience on their instrument, and are play-
ing at a NYSSMA level 2 or Suzuki book 2 or 
higher. A teacher’s letter of recommendation 
is part of the application so that appropriate 
music can be selected for the ensembles. No 
audition is necessary. (Students should pack a 
lunch daily.)

Faculty:  Gaelen McCormick (director)  
 and others.

Cost:  $350

Contact:  (585) 274-1400,  
 summer.esm.rochester.edu/course/ 
 adventure-music-camp/

All Female Jazz Residency
Newark, New Jersey
July (Dates TBA)
This program is for female students from ages 
14 to 25. Young women will find inspiration 
and build community during this one-week 
jazz immersion program. Students will refine 
their instrumental or vocal skills and work 
side-by-side with professional jazz musicians. 

The program includes individual lessons, small 
ensemble work, industry panel discussions and 
field trips to landmark jazz institutions. There 
is also a student showcase. The overnight 
residency is at Rutgers University–Newark.

Faculty:  See website. 

Cost:  $1,400 for on-campus residents;  
 $1,050 for commuters.

Contact:  njpac.org, (888)-GO-NJPAC,  
 njpac.org/arts-education-1/ 
 for-parents-and-students/ 
 summer-programs/

Berklee College of Music Summer 
Programs
Boston, Massachusetts
June–August
Participants study with renowned faculty 
while getting a taste of what Berklee, Boston 
and college life are all about. Participants can 
come from middle school, high school, college 
or beyond. There are a total of 20 summer 
programs to consider.

Faculty:  See website.

Cost:  Varies based on program

Contact:  berklee.edu/summer

Camp Encore–Coda
Sweden, Maine
June 27–August 12
Private lessons, combos, jazz bands, classes 
in performance, history, theory, ear training, 
composition, as well as a full slate of tradi-
tional camp recreational activities are offered 
at Encore/Coda, located on Stearns Pond in 
Sweden, Maine. Multiple sessions are offered.

Faculty:  Kevin Norton, Paul Jones,  
 Noah Berman, Nich Mueller,  
 Sam Al-Hadad

Cost:  $4,700-$8,200, depending  
 on session

Contact:  James Saltman (617) 325-1541,  
 encore-coda.com

Central PA Friends of Jazz Camp
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
June 13–16
The 16th annual Central PA Jazz Camp is for 
students between the ages 10 and 21. The 
camp is 4 days and 3 nights. No audition is 
required, just a desire to learn the art of im-
provisation. Students of all instruments and 
voices are welcome. Classes, performances 
and rehearsals are held in the High Center 
and include studies in jazz history, master 
classes, theory, jam sessions, ear training 
and more.

Faculty:  Rodney Whitaker, Kirk Reese,  
 Paul Bratcher, Jeff Stabley

Cost:  $425, $325 (commuters)

Contact:  (717) 540-1010, friendsofjazz.org,  
 friends@friendsofjazz.org

COTA Camp Jazz
Delaware Water Gap, Pennsylvania
June 24–30
CampJazz was founded in 2007 by Phil 
Woods and Rick Chamberlain to give 
young musicians an opportunity to learn 
the art of small group improvisation. This 
camp welcomes all instrumental and vocal 
learners between the ages of 12 and 18. 
Attendees will receive focused instruction 
from internationally acclaimed performers 
and educators. Highlights include research 
at the Al Cohn Memorial Jazz Collection at 
East Stroudsburg University, a professional 
recording at Red Rock Studio and multiple 
performance opportunities at the Deer 
Head Inn.

Faculty:  Chris Persad, Sam Burtis,  
 Jay Rattman, Brenda Earle,  
 Evan Gregor, Spencer Reed,  
 Sherrie Maricle, Kent Heckman

Cost:  $750 (tuition), $450 (additional  
 costs for housing and meals)

Contact:  Diane Pallitto, (201) 349-5178,  
 campjazz.org
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Eastern U.S. Music Camp at Colgate 
University
Hamilton, New York
June 24–July 22
The camp is for all instruments and vocals, 
offering performance in jazz ensembles and 
combos, bands, choirs, orchestra, improvi-
sation, theory, harmony, composition and 
arranging, conducting, private lessons, guest 
artists, master classes, weekly student concerts, 
recitals and recreation. Enrollment is limited 
to about 125 students between the ages of 10 
and 18. No audition is required to enroll.

Faculty:  Professional educators, solo artists,  
 composers and conductors 

Cost:  $2,249 (2 weeks, residential),  
 $3,373 (3 weeks, residential); $4,498  
 (4 weeks, residential), $1,099 (2  
 weeks, days), $,1649 (3 weeks,  
 days), $2,198 (4 weeks, days)

Contact:  (866) 777-7841,  
 summer@easternusmusiccamp. 
 com, easternusmusiccamp.com

Hudson Jazz Workshop
Hudson, New York
August 9–12
The 12th Annual Hudson Jazz Workshop in 
upstate New York offers a focused four-day 
immersion in jazz improvisation and composi-
tion conducive to intensive study. Limited to 
10 students who come from all over the globe, 
the program runs for 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, 
for four days. Studying will be accompanied 

by Catskill Mountain views and a professional 
chef. The four-day session will conclude with a 
concert at the Hudson Hall.

Faculty:  Armen Donelian, Marc Mommaas,  
 Jean-Michel Pilc (special guest)

Cost:  $645 (boarding and food included);  
 grants available

Contact:  hudsonjazzworks.org,  
 info@hudsonjazzworks.org

Interplay Jazz & Arts  
Summer Intensive
Woodstock, Vermont
June 24–30
Interplay Jazz & Arts Summer Intensive is a 
holistic learning experience for instrumental 
and vocal jazz musicians of all ages and skills 
levels to explore and develop their music, 
creativity and confidence. Workshops, master 
classes, theory, yoga, jam session and perfor-
mance opportunities are designed to engage 
the whole student—mind, body and spirit. If a 
student is considering going to music school, 
developing a show or just wants to play more 
with other musicians, Interplay is an ideally 
suited program.

Faculty:  Gene Bertoncini, Fred Haas,  
 Sheila Jordan, Karrin Allyson,  
 Armen Donelian, Miro Sprague,  
 Justin Varnes, Matt Wilson,  
 Jason Ennis, David Muesham,  
 John Proulx, Michael Zsoldos,  
 Natalia Bernal, David Newsam,  
 Freddie Bryant, Tim Atherton,  
 Dominque Eade, Tim Gilmore,  
 George Voland, Richie Iacona,  
 Madeline Kole, Peter Bodge,  
 John Harrison, Donn Trenner,  
 Judy Brooks, Dave Clark,  
 John Carlson, Bob Hallahan

Cost:  $1,200

Contact:   Sabrina Brown, (802) 356-5060,  
 info@interplayjazzandarts.org,  
 interplayjazzandarts.org

Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Summer 
Jazz Academy
Annandale-on-Hudson, New York
July 15–29 
This residential program at Bard College 
will serve as a rigorous training institute for 
advanced high-school jazz students. Students 
will participate in big bands, combos, private 
lessons and classes on aesthetics, culture and 
history, as well as performing alongside the 
Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton 
Marsalis.

Faculty:  Members of the Jazz at Lincoln  
 Center Orchestra and other jazz  
 professionals.

Cost:  Tuition is free. For information on  
 room and board costs, see website  
 (full scholarships available). 

Contact:  Dr. Michael Albaugh,  
 (212) 258-9816, sjainfo@jazz.org,  
 jazz.org/summer-jazz-academy

The Jazz Camp at Newport
Newport, Rhode Island
July 22–28
The Jazz Camp at Newport, sponsored by Salve 
Regina University and University of Rhode 
Island, presents an opportunity for high-school 
students to learn from experienced music 
professors. The week-long camp will conclude 
with a final concert. Students attending the 
Jazz Camp at Newport will receive a ticket to 
the Newport Jazz Festival on August 4 at Fort 
Adams State Park, courtesy of the Newport 
Festivals Foundation, Inc. They also will have 
the opportunity to have a meet and greet with 
a Newport Jazz Festival artist.
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Litchfield Jazz Camp
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Faculty:   See website.

Cost:   $1,150, $650 (commuter)

Contact:  salve.edu/jazzcamp, jazzcamp@salve.edu, (401) 341-2297

Jazz House Kids Summer Workshop
Montclair, New Jersey
July 30–August 10

Students of all skill levels ages 12 to 18 receive mentoring and instruc-
tion to develop key skills and enhance knowledge in the fundamentals 
of music and the art of performance, for both instrumental and vocal. 
Highlights include master classes, small groups and big-band ensem-
bles, jam sessions, private lessons, history and culture, composition and 
film scoring. Students perform on stage at the acclaimed Dizzy’s Club 
Coca Cola at Lincoln Center and the Montclair Jazz Festival for 12,000 
music fans. Renowned guest artists conduct masterclasses throughout 
the two weeks, including a special CHiCA Power masterclasses with 
celebrated female jazz musicians.  

Faculty:  Christian McBride, Ted Chubb (director), Todd Barkan,  
 Josh Evans, Shamie Royston, Marcus Printup,  
 Nathan Eklund, David Gibson, Mike Lee, Ed Palermo,  
 Bruce Williams, Lauren Sevian, Charlie Sigler, Oscar Perez,  
 Michele Rosewoman, Radam Schwartz, Billy Hart,  
 Jerome Jennings, Lovett Hines, Amy London, Dylan Pramuk,  
 Kelly Green.

Cost:  $1,595 (tuition), $1,200 (housing)

Contact:  (973) 744-2273, jazzhousekids.org

Litchfield Jazz Camp
Washington, Connecticut
July 1–6, July 8–13, July 15–29, July 22–27

With a truly non-competitive approach, all students play in skill-based 
combos. Students age 13 and up are welcome. Combo classes, master 
classes, theory, jam sessions and electives are offered. Students perform 
at the Litchfield Jazz Festival July 28 and 29. Day and residential, single- 
or multiple-week options are available.

Faculty:  Don Braden (director), Matt Wilson, Jimmy Greene,  
 Gary Smulyan, Dave Stryker, Helen Sung, Mario Pavone,  
 Claire Daly, Nicole Zuraitis

Cost:  $1,005–$4,730 (financial assistance may be available)

Contact:  (860) 361-6285,  
 info@litchfieldjazzfest.com, litchfieldjazzcamp.com

Marshall University Jazz-MU-Tazz Summer Camp
Huntington, West Virginia
June 11–16
This camp is designed for high school students of all levels, from begin-
ners to more advanced students who play jazz regularly. Campers will 
perform in big bands and combos while learning about jazz improvisa-
tion, history, theory, and more—all in a fun and comfortable learning 
environment. Each 12-hour day (9 a.m. to 9 p.m.) includes big band and 
combo rehearsals, special topic sessions, recreation time, jam sessions 
and evening concerts by notable guest artists and Marshall University 
jazz faculty. A final concert in downtown Huntington caps off the week. 

Faculty:  Dr. Martin Saunders, Jeff Wolfe, Jesse Nolan,  
 Dr. Ed Bingham.

Cost:  See website.

Contact:  marshall.edu/music/jazz; Jesse Nolan, nolanj@marshall.edu. 

Maryland Summer Jazz
Rockville, Maryland
July 25–28
Maryland Summer Jazz is one of the few boutique jazz camps in the 
country dedicated to amateur adult musicians. The program’s hosted 
more than 1,000 adult players while they’ve connected with their “inner 
jazz musician.” After 15 years, MSJ still is all about improvisation, small 
group jazz, connection and having a blast.

Faculty:  Past faculty includes Ingrid Jensen, Paul Bollenback,  
 Jeff Coffin, Helen Sung, Jimmy Haslip, Greg Boyer,  
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 Jeff Antoniuk, Sherrie Maricle,  
 Walt Weiskopf.

Cost:  $805 (before May 1), $910 (after  
 May 2); Reduced tuition rates for  
 military and families. 

Contact:  Jeff Antoniuk, 443-822-6483,  
 marylandsummerjazz.com

MSM Summer at Manhattan  
School of Music
New York, New York

July
MSM Summer provides instruction and perfor-
mance experience in instrumental music and 
voice for students ages 8 through 17. Students 
will develop their musical skills and join a com-
munity of young musicians through a variety 

of musical and social activities. All participants 
will have a private lesson each week with a 
MSM Summer faculty member. Day program: 
July 2–July 27 (musical theater and classical 
voice majors); July 9–July 27 (instrumental and 
jazz voice majors). Residential program: July 
1–July 28 (musical theater and classical voice 
majors); July 8–July 28 (instrumental and jazz 
voice majors).

Faculty:  Erica Ashley Arrington, Mark Brown,  
 Max Jacob, Isaac Kaplan,  
 Dustin Kaufman, Remy Le Boeuf,  
 Karim Merchant, Nadje Noordhuis,  
 Sean Richey 

Cost:  Day program: $3,500 (musical  
 theater and classical voice majors);  
 $2,770 (instrumental and jazz voice  
 majors). Residential program:  

 $6,100 (musical theater and  
 classical voice majors); $4,755  
 (instrumental and jazz voice  
 majors).

Contact:  (917) 493-4475,  
 msmsummer@msmnyc.edu,  
 msmnyc.edu/MSM-Summer

The National Jazz Workshop
Fairfax and Winchester, Virginia
June 24–29, July 15–20

Celebrating ten years of music education the 
National Jazz Workshop offers comprehensive 
jazz curriculum for rising 9th graders and 
older. NJW provides participants with the 
resources and direction to further develop 
and expand individual skills during and after 
the camp, as well as throughout the year. Day 
sessions, when vocal and instrumental instruc-
tion is offered, are hosted at George Mason 
University in Fairfax, Virginia. Overnight camp 
with evening activities, when instrumental and 
arrangement instruction is offered, is hosted 
by Shenandoah University in Winchester, 
Virginia.

Faculty:  Matt Niess, Alan Baylock,  
 Darden Purcell, Shawn Purcell,  
 Mike Tomaro, Graham Breedlove,  
 Craig Fraedrich, Regan Brough,  
 The Airmen of Note, The Capitol Bones

Cost:  See website

Contact:  matt.niess@nationaljazzworkshop. 
 org, nationaljazzworkshop.org
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New England Conservatory’s  
Jazz Lab
Boston, Massachusetts

June 24–30
Jazz Lab educates young jazz musicians by 
promoting artistry, practical training and 
creative music making. NEC’s Jazz Lab is a 
one-week jazz intensive, where students aged 
14–18 work with jazz faculty and participate in 
a schedule full of improvisation, small group 
training, jam sessions, entrepreneurial work-
shops and creative music making.

Faculty:  Henrique Eisenmann (artistic  
 director), Tim Lienhard (executive  
 director), Ken Schaphorst, Joe Morris,  
 Luis Bonilla, Kristin Slipp, Dov Manksi. 

Cost:  $1,115 (tuition), $654 (housing)

Contact:  jazzlab@necmusic.edu,  
 necmusic.edu/jazz-lab

New York Jazz Academy Summer 
Jazz Intensives
New York, New York
July 2–August 31 (choose from 1-9 
weeks)
New York Jazz Academy Summer Jazz 
Intensives offer high-quality jazz education 
and a fully immersive New York experience. 
Highlights include daily lessons, theory classes, 
ensemble rehearsals, masterclasses and jazz 
club visits. Students 14 and older, including 
adults, instrumentalists and vocalists, begin-
ning, intermediate and advanced skill levels 
are welcome.

Faculty:  Javier Arau, Michael Webster,  
 Tom Dempsey, Ron Wilkins,  
 Peck Allmond, Ron McClure,  
 Pete Zimmer

Cost:  $716 per week and up

Contact:  (718) 426-0633, nyjazzacademy.com

New York Jazz Workshop Summer 
Jazz Intensive series
July 19–August 31
Musicians from all over the globe have turned 
to the New York Jazz Workshop Summer Jazz 
Intensives to collaborate, learn and to get inspired. 
Attendees can come to New York City to participate 
in an intense one- to four-day jazz workshop with a 
maximum of 10 students for each workshop. 

Faculty:  Marc Mommaas, Mark Sherman,  
 Vic Juris, Kenny Wessel, Fay Victor,  
 Tony Moreno, Olivia Foschi,  
 Frank Kimbrough, Jacob Sacks,  
 Amina Figarova, Tim Horner,  
 Vito Goncalvez, Jocelyn Medina,  
 Ari Hoenig, Alan Ferber,  
 Darius Jones, Sebastian Noelle,  
 Nate Radley, Richard Boukas

Cost:  $175-$645 (discounts available)

Contact:  newyorkjazzworkshop.com

New York Voices Vocal Jazz Camp
Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York
July 30–August 5
This camp is your opportunity to work, sing with 
and learn from members of one of the foremost 

vocal jazz quartet in an intense six-day workshop 
setting. The camp is open to players ages 14 
and up. Students, educators, professionals, and 
anyone interested in expanding their knowledge 
of vocal jazz with New York Voices are welcome.

Faculty:  New York Voices, Greg Jasperse,  
 Chris Buzzelli

Cost:  see website

Contact:  newyorkvoices.com/summer-camp,  
 nyvcamps@newyorkvoices.com

NYU Summer Jazz Improv Workshop
New York City
July 2–13
This two-week workshop offers daily ensembles, 
workshops and performance opportunities 
along with an in-depth look into jazz theory and 
improv classes, geared toward the intermediate 
to advanced student. Students interact with New 
York jazz musicians, giving them access to one of 
the world’s greatest music scenes.

Faculty:  Tom Scott (artist-in-residence),  
 Dave Pietro, Lenny White,  
 Alan Broadbent, Drew Gress,  
 Janis Siegel, Brad Shepik,  
 Dilly Drewes, Alex Sipiagin,  
 Tony Moreno, Billy Drummond, Alan  
 Ferber, Adam Rogers,  
 Wayne Krantz, Martin Wind

Cost:  $2,500 (workshop fee), $850 (housing)

Contact:  Dr. David Schroeder,  
 (212) 998-5446, ds38@nyu.edu,  
 steinhardt.nyu.edu/music
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The Rutgers Summer Jazz Institute
Rutgers University Douglass Campus, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey
July 15–20
The Rutgers Summer Jazz Institute is ideal for young instrumentalists, 
ages 11 to 18, interested in improving their jazz improvisation, small-
group and large-ensemble skills. Students will work intensively in daily 
rehearsals with the award-winning jazz faculty of Rutgers University’s 
Mason Gross School of the Arts. The one-week-long jazz camp also 
includes an honors component for those who qualify. Commuter and 
residential options are available for students ages 14 to18. Students ages 
11 to 13 are welcome to participate as commuters only.

Faculty:  Conrad Herwig, Marc Stasio, Ralph Bowen, Dave Miller,  

 Tatum Greenblatt, Bill O’Connell, Vic Juris, Kenny Davis,  
 Victor Lewis

Cost:  $950 (includes room, board, meals, activities), $725  
 (commuter rate includes lunch only)

Contact:  mgedsummerjazz.wordpress.com,  
 extdiv.office@masongross.rutgers.edu,  
 marc.stasio@rutgers.edu

Samba Meets Jazz 
Beverly, Massachusetts
July 22–28

Adult hobbyists, working musicians and educators will have the 
opportunity to study, hang, play and sing with masters of jazz and 
Brazilian jazz on Endicott College’s oceanfront campus. The vocal pro-
gram includes coaching, interpretation, phrasing, technique, scatting, 
charting, theory, Portuguese pronunciation (optional) and percussion 
accompaniment. The instrumental program includes ensembles, 
harmony, improvisation, arranging, Brazilian rhythms, styles, phrasing 
and more. Partial scholarships and work/study available based on 
financial need and merit. Non-participant guests are welcome.

Faculty:   Nilson Matta (Artistic/Music Director), Chico Pinheiro,  
 Dominique Eade, Fernando Saci, Julian Shore, more TBA. 

Cost:  See website.

Contact:   Alice Schiller, (917) 620-8872, alice@sambameetsjazz.com,  
 sambameetsjazz.com 

Samba Meets Jazz: Instrumental Week
Bar Harbor, Maine
August 5–11

Located on Frenchman’s Bay at College of the Atlantic, this instrumen-
tal week offers straightahead, Brazilian and Afro-Cuban Jazz, as well as 
a jazz tap dance program. Adult participants of all levels and musical 
backgrounds benefit from personalized attention (max of 36). The 
program includes ensembles, big band, improvisation, phrasing and 
instrument-specific study, arranging, plus jams and performances. 
Guests and chaperoned high school students welcome. Partial scholar-
ships and work/study available based on financial need and merit. 

Faculty:  Nilson Matta (Artistic/Music Director), Romero Lubambo,  
 Scott Robinson, Dario Eskenazi, Fernando Saci and more TBA.

Cost:  See website

Contact:  Alice Schiller, (917) 620-8872, alice@sambameetsjazz.com,  
 sambameetsjazz.com 

Skidmore Jazz Institute 
Saratoga Springs, New York
June 23–July 7

The Skidmore Jazz Institute provides musicians ages 14 and up 
the opportunity to mingle with and learn from gifted educators 

Rutgers Summer Jazz Institute William Paterson University Summer Jazz Workshop
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and world-class performers in an intimate, 
supportive environment. Students from 
around the country are accepted each 
year—international students have attended 
as well. Students work closely with faculty 
in daily combo rehearsals, private lessons 
and improvisational and special classes. The 
evening concert series presents the Skidmore 
Faculty Septet and invited guest artists in 
performance, and afternoon master classes 
offer additional opportunities to learn from 
these master musicians. Students attend 
the Freihofer’s Jazz Festival at the Saratoga 
Performing Arts Center.

Faculty:  Todd Coolman (director),  
 David Liebman (Guest Artist-in- 
 Residence), Bruce Barth,  
 Steve Davis, Michael Dease,  
 Ingrid Jensen, Vic Juris,  
 Dennis Mackrel, Dick Oatts,  
 Jeb Patton, Jim Snidero,  
 Dave Stryker, Ray Vega,  
 Doug Weiss, Matt Wilson,  
 David Wong

Cost:  See website.

Tuition:  (518) 580-5447,  
 skidmore.edu/summerjazz 

Summer Jazz Academy  
(Jazz at Lincoln Center)
Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, 
New York
July 15–29
Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Summer Jazz 
Academy is the country’s premier program 
for advanced high school jazz students. This 
program, designed by Wynton Marsalis, 
is housed at Bard College, and serves as 
a rigorous training institute for the most 
advanced and dedicated jazz students in 
grades 9 through 12. Students apply by au-
dition. Those accepted participate in one big 
band and a combo, receive private lessons, 
and take classes in aesthetics, jazz history 
and performance practice. The academy 
hosts several public performances, featuring 
the student ensembles, culminating with a 
performance by the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra.

Faculty:  Marcus Printup, Vincent Gardner,  
 Marion Felder, Ted Nash,  
 Helen Sung, Rodney Whitaker

Cost:  Free tuition, $1,190.00 (room),  
 $952.00 (board); scholarships are  
 available.

Contact:  Maegan McHugh, (212) 258-9810,  
 sjainfo@jazz.org

Summer Jazz Camp  
at Moravian College
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
July 9–13
The camp offers jam sessions, jazz history, 
master classes, workshops, classes in record-
ing techniques, plus a recording session.  Two 
tracks are offered: beginner/intermediate and 
advanced (by audition). Student musicians 
entering grades 8 through 12 and college 
students are encouraged to enroll, while high 
school juniors and older have the option to 
earn college credit.

Faculty:  Tony Gairo, Alan Gaumer,  

 Gary Rissmiller, Paul Rostock,  
 David Roth, Neil Wetzel

Cost:  $400-475 

Contact:   (610) 861-1650,  
 music@moravian.edu,  
 ummerjazz.moravian.edu

Summer Jazz Studies at Eastman 
School of Music
Rochester, New York

July 1–13
This rigorous two-week program at the 
Eastman School of Music provides an 

intensive, performance-based experience 
for highly motivated students currently in 
grades 9 through 12 and is ideally suited 
for those considering jazz studies at the 
collegiate level. Students work directly with 
the Eastman School of Music jazz faculty in a 
program designed to enhance improvisation-
al and ensemble skills. The program includes 
instrumental master classes, jazz performance 
workshops, jazz theory, large ensembles, 
composition, an off-campus trip and evening 
jam sessions.

Faculty:  Jeff Campbell (director),  
 Doug Stone, Bill Tiberio,  
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 Clay Jenkins, Mike Kaupa,  
 Mark Kellogg, Bob Sneider,  
 Dariusz Terefenko, Paul Hofmann,  
 Rich Thompson, Dave Rivello.

Cost:  $1,350 (tuition); $1,027 (housing and  
 meals); $2,377 (tuition, housing and  
 meals)

Contact:  summer.esm.rochester.edu,  
 community@esm.rochester.edu,  

 (585) 274-1400, summer.esm. 
 rochester.edu/course/ 
 summer-jazz-studies/

Tritone Jazz at Naz
Rochester, New York
July 22–27

Tritone is all about playing and learning and 
keeping it fun. The curriculum is focused on 

adult learners (no one under 21 admitted) of 
all experience levels and includes partici-
pation in small combos, big bands, guided 
improvisation/theory classes, instrument 
instruction and jam sessions. Individualized 
attention is available with a 5:1 camper-fac-
ulty ratio.

Faculty:  Gene Bertoncini, Darmon Meader,  
 Zach Harmon, Clay Jenkins,  
 Mark Kellogg, Dariusz Terefenko,  
 Ike Sturm, Kristen Shiner-McGuire,  
 Doug Stone

Cost:  $845 (tuition). $1,475 (tuition, room  
 and board)

Contact:  Bob DeRosa, (585) 377-2222,  
 bob@tritonejazz.com,  
 tritonejazz.com

UMass Fine Arts Center Jazz  
in July
Amherst, Massachusetts

July 9–20
This is a concentrated two-week program, 
where jazz vocalists and instrumentalists 
study improvisation with some of the 
nation’s best jazz artists and educators. The 
program includes master classes, group clin-
ics, jazz theory and improvisation training, 
ensemble coaching, jam sessions and style 
explorations. Live performance is critical to 
the program and students perform before 
a live audience in community settings. Jazz 
in July is a multi-generational program with 
participants 15 and over.

Faculty:  Jeff Holmes, Sheila Jordan,  
 Steve Davis, Christian Sands,  
 Avery Sharpe, Earl MacDonald,  
 Steve Johns, Felipe Salles,  
 Winard Harper.

Cost:  Participants who register before  
 March 1 receive 20 percent off  
 tuition only. $625 (one week,  
 commuting), $1,250 (two weeks,  
 commuting), $973 (with room and  
 board), $2,093 (two weeks, room  
 and board).

New York Jazz Academy
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Contact:  jazzinjuly.com, (413) 545-3530,  
 jazzinjuly@acad.umass.edu 

University of the Arts:  
Creative Jazz Institute 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
July 9–21
The Kimmel Center and the University of the 
Arts present the Creative Jazz Institute, a 
dynamic two-week intensive, where instru-
mentalists and vocalists explore technique, 
repertoire and performance while inter-
acting with master-level artists. Using jazz 
as a framework, performers will work with 
University of the Arts faculty and industry 
masters to uncover a range of possibilities 
through jam sessions and ensembles, with 
an emphasis on improvisation and perfor-
mance. This program utilizes the center's 
facilities and the school's campus for this 
generation's brightest young jazz talents in 
grades 6 through 12 to gain invaluable expe-
rience in a creative live performance setting.

Faculty:  See website.

Cost:  See website. 

Contact:  (215) 717-6430, uarts.edu/ 
 academics/pre-college-programs/ 
 summer-institute-music

Vermont Jazz Center Summer Jazz 
Workshop
Putney, Vermont
August 5-11
Vermont Jazz Center hosts about 60 in-
strumental and 20 vocal participants from 
around the world for a challenging, invigo-
rating workshop. The program is set up so 
that participants can focus intensively on the 
music. Learning opportunities include classes 
in theory, composition and arranging, vocal 
studies, listening, master-classes and jam 
sessions.

Faculty:  Sheila Jordan, Cameron Brown,  
 Jay Clayton, Brian Adler,  
 Claire Arenius, Freddie Bryant,  
 Harvey Diamond, Leo Genovese,  
 Ray Gallon, Julian Gerstin,  
 George Kaye, Marcus McLaurine,  
 Scott Mullett, Camille Thurman,  
 Michael Zsoldos, Francisco Mela,  
 David Picchi, Eugene Uman

Cost:   $1,545

Contact:  vtjazz.org, ginger@vtjazz.org, 
 (802) 254-9088 X2

Wheeler Jazz Camp
Providence, Rhode Island
June 18–22
For one week each June, The Wheeler School 
is alive with the sounds of saxophone, flute, 
guitar, piano, bass, drums, trumpet and voice. 
The camp provides all teaching materials, the 
faculty is comprised of well-known musicians 
who teach and perform at the highest pro-
fessional level and are active performers and 
recording artists.

Faculty:  Francisco Pais (director)

Cost:  $540.00

Contact:  wheelersummercamp.com/camps/ 
 summer-programs

William Paterson University 
Summer Jazz Workshop
Wayne, New Jersey

July 15–21
Commuters and residents 14 years of age 
and older can experience seven intense 
days of small-group performance and im-
provisation, along with classes in arranging, 
improvisation, jazz history, as well as a 
trip to a New York City jazz club. World-
renowned jazz artists provide extensive 
mentorship, and there are daily clinics and 
nightly concerts. At the end of the week, 
there is a final concert featuring students 
and resident faculty. Among the legendary 

performing artists, clinicians and educa-
tors who participated in past editions of 
the workshop are Dr. Billy Taylor, Mulgrew 
Miller and Clark Terry.

Faculty:  Jimmy Heath (Artist in Residence),  
 Timothy Newman  (Director), Cecil  
 Bridgewater, Steve LaSpina,  
 Marcus McLaurine, James   
 Weidman 

Cost:  $899 (commuter), $1,384  
 (residents); tuition scholarships are  
 available.

Contact:  Tim Newman,  
 newmant@wpunj.edu,  
 wpunj.edu/summerjazzworkshop
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SOUTH

Fernando Jones’ Blues Camp
Nashville, Tennessee
July 2–4
Camps are held throughout the year at 
locations around the world, including Chicago, 
Tokyo and London. The program is designed 
for intermediate to advanced students 
between the ages of 12 and 18. All candidates 
must complete an online audition.

Faculty:  Fernando Jones and other profes 
 sional educators.

Cost:  Free

Contact:  blueskids.com or fernandojones. 
 com, (312) 369-3229 or Info@  
 blueskids.com. Audition online at  
 blueskids.com/earlybird

Adult Jazz Workshop at the 
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas
June 7–10
Open to students 21 and older who play any 
instrument and have any voice type. Campers 
will play in a large ensemble, as well as in 
small groups organized by interest and ability. 
Students will learn audio recording, composi-
tion/arranging and practice strategies.

Faculty:  Chris Teal, Nick Finzer  

Cost:  $450 (by June 1); $520  
 (after June 1); housing available

Contact:  Chris Teal, cdteal@uark.edu,  
 communitymusicschool.uark.edu/ 
 summer-programs/ 
 summer-jazz-camp

Frost Young Musicians’ Camp 
University of Miami Frost School of 
Music
Coral Gables, Florida
Summer (see website for dates)
The camp welcomes intermediate and ad-
vanced instrumentalists and vocalists in mid-
dle and high school. Study arranging, Latin jazz 
ensemble, advanced jazz theory and improv.

Faculty:  Ira Sullivan, Chuck Bergeron,  
 Brian Murphy, Steve Guerra

Cost:  See website

Contact:  Sarah Neham Salz,  
 youngmusicianscamp@gmail.com,  
 youngmusicianscamp.com

Furman University & Greenville Jazz 
Collective Summer Jazz Camp
Greenville, South Carolina
June 24–28
Students take classes in theory, improvisation 
and history, and perform in a big band and/or 
jazz combo. The camp is open to middle- and 
high-school and students of all instruments.

Faculty:  Matt Olson, Steve Watson,  
 Shannon Hoover, Justin Watt,  
 Brad Jepson, Jake Mitchell

Cost:  $410, $530 (includes housing)

Contact:  Dr. Matt Olson,  
 matt.olson@furman.edu,  
 864-294-3284,  
 furman.edu/academics/music/ 
 precollegeandadultprograms/ 
 pages/summerjazz.aspx

High School Jazz Improvisation 
Camp
Austin, Texas
June 17–22
This camp is open to students entering grades 
10-12. Activities include combos, theory, impro-
visation, history and listening. This camp culmi-
nates with a required student performance.

Faculty:  Jeff Hellmer, John Fremgen,  
 Wayne Salzmann II

Cost:  $470, $690 (includes housing)

Contact:  (512) 232-2080,  
 lmc@austin.utexas.edu,  
 lmc.music.utexas.edu

Jazz Institute at Brevard Music 
Center
Brevard, North Carolina
June 4–15
The Jazz Institute is a 12-day overnight summer 
jazz camp at that provides tailored instruction 
and mentorship to students at all levels from 
high school to college age 14-29.  Daily activi-
ties include masterclasses and ensembles.   

Faculty:  Michael Dease (director),  
 Gwen Dease, Brandon Lee,  
 Anthony Stanco, Tim Green 

Cost:  Tuition $1,500, plus a $40  
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Furman University & Greenville Jazz 
Collective Summer Jazz Camp
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 application fee (includes housing,  
 food and activities). Scholarship  
 assistance is available.

Contact:  (828) 862-2116, brevardjazz.com

Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong 
Summer Jazz Camp at  
Loyola University

New Orleans, Louisiana
June 25–July 13
Jazz music education intensive offered to 
students 10 to 21 years old. Instructions offered 
in brass and woodwind instruments, acoustic 
and electric bass, strings, piano, drums and 
percussion, large and small ensembles, vocals, 
swing dance and music composition. Online or 
in-person audition required.  

Faculty:  Kidd Jordan (director),  
 Norma Miller (artist-in-residence)

Cost:  Various levels of sliding scale fees

Contact:  (504) 715-9295,  
 jazzcamp@louisarmstrongjazz 
 camp.com,  
 louisarmstrongjazzcamp.com

Loyola University Summer  
Jazz Camp
New Orleans, Louisiana

June 11–14
Four full days of combos, big bands, improvisa-
tion, theory/ear-training, appreciation, faculty 
performances, individual lessons and master 
classes, all taught by Loyola University faculty 
in the great jazz city of New Orleans. Students 

can attend for the day or spend nights on the 
Loyola Campus in uptown New Orleans.

Faculty:  Gordon Towell, Tony Dagradi,  
 Don Vappie, Nick Volz,  
 Matt Lemmier, Ed Wise,  
 Wayne Maureau, John Mahoney

Cost:  $225.00, $300 (includes housing) 

Contact:  Gordon Towell,  
 gltowell@loyno.edu,  
 (504) 865-2164, cmfa.loyno.edu/ 
 music/summer-jazz-band-camp

Nashville Jazz Workshop  
Summer Jazz Camp
Nashville, Tennessee
June 25–29
A one-week program is offered for serious 
students ages 13-19 on all instruments, as well 
as vocalists. Performance ensembles, choir, 
improvisation, theory and more is available.

Faculty:  Evan Cobb (director),  
 Jamey Simmons, Rahsaan Barber,  
 Roy Agee, Jody Nardone,  
 Jonathan Wires, Derrek Phillips

Cost:  $430

Contact:  evan@nashvillejazz.org,  
 jazzcamp.nashvillejazz.org

New Orleans Trad Jazz Camp
New Orleans, Louisiana
July 22–28
The camp’s focus is on early trad-jazz and 
swing. The program is offered to students 18 

years old and up; some scholarships are avail-
able for high school and college musicians. 
Students younger than 18 must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Faculty:  Ben Polcer, Doyle Cooper,  
 Dan Levinson, Tom Fischer,  
 Ray Moore, David Sager

Cost:  $2,000

Contact:  neworleanstradjazzcamp.com,  
 notradjazzcamp@gmail.com

Sanaa Music Workshop
New Orleans, Louisiana
June 4–15
Hosted by the New Orleans Jazz Market, this 
workshop welcomes campers aged 14–19. 
This is an education program designed to 
develop artistic integrity and entrepreneurial 
aspirations.

Faculty:  See website

Cost:  See website

Contact:  secondlinearts.org,  
 info@sanaamusicworkshop.com,  
 (504) 484-9183.

UNC Asheville Summer Jazz and 
Contemporary Music Intensive
Asheville, North Carolina
June 24–29
An in-depth summer program for high school, 
college and continuing-education students, has 
been designed by the contemporary music faculty 
to accelerate all aspects of musical development. 
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Faculty:  Steve Alford (co-camp director),  
 Tim Doyle (co-camp director),  
 Jacob Rodriguez, Justin Ray

Cost:  A $100 non-refundable deposit due  
 at registration; $535.00 (before  
 March 31 for those who need  
 housing); $595 (after March 31 for  
 those who need housing); $360.00  
 (no housing). Some meals included.

Contact:  Pamela Miller (828) 251-6432,  
 music@unca.edu, music.unca.edu,  
 music.unca.edu/jazz-camp

University of North Carolina 
Wilmington Summer Jazz Workshop
Wilmington, North Carolina
July 15-20
This workshop is geared toward middle- and 
high-school students, and covers virtually ev-
ery aspect of jazz studies, including small and 
large jazz ensembles, theory and jazz history. 

Faculty:  Frank Bongiorno,  
 Michael D’Angelo, Tom Davis,  
 Natalie Boeyink, Kevin Day

Cost:  $495 (includes housing and three  
 daily meals during the workshop)

Contact:  Dr. Frank Bongiorno,  
 (910) 962-3390,  
 uncw.edu/music/smc/smcjazz.html

University of North Texas–Combo 
Workshop
Denton, Texas

July 8–13
This workshop is open to musicians of all levels 
with a minimum age of 14 years old. It offers 
comprehensive studies in jazz combo playing 
and improvisation. The curriculum includes 
combo, faculty concerts, jazz history and listen-
ing, jazz theory (basic to advanced), student 
concerts, jam sessions and master-class instruc-
tion on bass, drums, guitar, piano, saxophone, 
trombone and trumpet. 

Faculty:  Mike Steinel, John Murphy, 
 Ed Soph, Fred Hamilton, Lynn Seaton, 
 Rodney Booth, Tony Baker,  
 Chris McGuire, Mike Drake,  
 Bob “Doc” Morgan, Steve Jones,  
 Jim Riggs, others.

Cost:  Tuition $595 (See website for  
 lodging costs.)

Contact:  jazz.unt.edu/workshops,  
 jazz.unt.edu/combo-workshop,  

 jazzworkshop@unt.edu,  
 (940) 565-3743 

University of North Texas–Lynn 
Seaton Jazz Double Bass 
Workshop

Denton, Texas
June 18–22
This intimate workshop offers an intensive week 
of study and performance opportunities for 
jazz bassists. Classes include bass-line devel-
opment and daily sessions on technique. Also, 
participants will have an opportunity to perform 
with a rhythm section and be coached. Faculty 
concerts will be presented throughout the week. 
Participants will perform in the Friday evening 
Bass Bash concert. The Lynn Seaton Jazz Double 
Bass Workshop is open to advanced high school 
students 14 years of age and older, college play-
ers, professionals and serious amateur bassists. 
Space is limited to 15 participants.      

Faculty:  Lynn Seaton

Cost:  $595 (plus housing and fees)

Contact:  (940) 565-3743,  
 jazz.unt.edu/doublebassworkshop,  
 jazz@unt.edu

University of North Texas–Vocal 
Jazz Educator Seminar
Denton, Texas

June 21–23
This seminar is full of content relevant to edu-
cators who either are already teaching or are 
considering teaching vocal jazz. Topics covered 
will include: working with rhythm sections, rep-
ertoire, sound equipment, rehearsal techniques, 
warm-ups and exercises to improve your 
ensemble’s musicianship. Continuing Education 
Units are available.

Faculty:   Jennifer Barnes (director),  
 Michael Molloy

Cost:  $300 (by April 1), $350 (after April  
 1); housing and meals not included;  
 $15 for CEU certificate

Contact:  jazz.unt.edu/vocaljazzedseminar

University of North Texas–Vocal 
Jazz Summer Workshop
Denton, Texas

June 24–29
For one intense week, participants are involved 
in every aspect of vocal jazz, from solo and 

ensemble performance to improvisation, ped-
agogy, songwriting and jazz theory. Educators 
attend a daily class devoted to vocal jazz 
directing, programming and rhythm section. 
The program is open to vocalists as young as 
14 years old.

Faculty:   Jennifer Barnes, Rosana Eckert,  
 Greg Jasperse

Cost:   $595 (housing and fees extra)

Contact:  jazz.unt.edu/vocaljazzworkshop

University of South Carolina 
ColaJazz Camp
Columbia, South Carolina
July 13–15
A jazz camp for players and teachers of all 
instruments; beginners to advanced perform-
ers are welcome. A full weekend of classes, 
concerts, workshops and jam sessions are a 
part of the program.

Faculty:  Camp instructors include  
 Grammy-nominated artists,  
 jazz educators, the USC jazz  
 program director and  
 published author

Cost:  $250 (early registration), $275

Contact:  colajazz.com,  
 contact@colajazz.com

Vocal Jazz Summer Camp 
Durham, North Carolina
August 6–10
At this vocal jazz camp, singers can partic-
ipate face-to-face, online or a combination 
of the two. All activities are recorded and 
archived in modules participants can access 
online. Participants will sing in solo and 
group settings, learn jazz concepts and 
music theory. All ages and levels of skill are 
welcome. The camp runs from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. each day at Sharp Nine Gallery/ Durham 
Jazz Workshop.

Cost:  $399. 

Contact:  Lenora Helm, lenorahelm.com,  
 info@vocaljazzsummercamp.com,  
 vocaljazzsummercamp.com,  
 lenorahelm.online/store/K6gN72Nq

Youth Jazz Workshop at the 
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas
June 11–15
The workshop is open to students between 
the ages of 11-18 on any instrument or with 
any voice type. Students also will learn audio 
recording techniques, composition/arranging 
and practice strategies in addition to playing in 
ensembles.

Faculty:  Chris Teal (director), Nick Finzer,  
 Katie Ernst, Alexa Tarantino,  
 Dr. Richard Salonen,  
 Jacob Hertzog

Cost:  $232 (by June 1), $292  
 (after June 1); residential housing  
 available.

Contact:  Chris Teal, cdteal@uark.edu,  
 communitymusicschool.uark.edu/ 
 summer-programs/ 
 summer-jazz-camp
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The popularity of summer jazz camps 

has remained high in recent years, a 

positive sign for jazz education nation-

wide. But that growth also means individual 

camps face increasing competition in attract-

ing attendees.

That issue is of special concern for universi-

ty and college jazz camps, which strive to build 

a strong rapport with high school students at 

summer camps and subsequently attract those 

students to enroll in their jazz programs.

According to Dan Thomas—associate pro-

fessor of Jazz Studies at the University of 

Missouri Kansas City Conservatory of Music 

and Dance and co-director of the Jazz Camp 

program—UMKC has created a strategy that 

differentiates its summer camp in terms of 

musical approach.

“Our camp is focused on student combos 

rather than big bands,” Thomas said. “In addi-

tion, we try and bring a practical viewpoint to 

the camp. For example, last year we brought 

in an instrument repair tech to talk to the stu-

dents about maintaining their instruments.”

During the five-day camp, which starts 

with a Sunday check-in session then an inten-

sive Monday through Thursday immersion in 

theory, jazz history, instrument master class-

es, combo rehearsals and evening jam sessions, 

Thomas and Jazz Program Director Bobby 

Watson lead discussions on the business of 

jazz, as well as career options for musicians.

“On Sunday, when the students arrive, we 

do a placement assessment,” Thomas said. “Our 

rubric tackles performance, theory and history. 

We have the students perform for the faculty 

instructor for their instrument, then after the 

faculty rank them, we place students in like-

minded performance-based ensembles. We do 

the same thing with theory. We want them to 

be challenged but not entirely overwhelmed.

“Everything—the theory, master classes, 

jazz history and jam sessions—are tailored to 

specific topics, like modal playing, Latin jazz 

or Coltrane changes. And the history pods 

rotate, so we cover a large cross-section of jazz 

history.”

It’s an approach that has been working well 

in terms of attendance growth at the UMKC 

camp, as well as the number of students who 

return to attend the camp year after year. 

“The attendance at our camp has grown 

200 percent since 2010,” Thomas said. “Last 

summer, we accepted 80 students, which was 

our maximum capacity. Unfortunately we had 

to refuse well north of 20 applicants. But this 

year, we’ve worked on using every square inch 

of our performing arts center, so we’ve been 

able to figure out how to maximize our space. 

As a result, we can now get enrollment up to 

100 in 2018.”

The focus on intensive small combo 

instruction at the camp has strong appeal to 

faculty and students alike. Douglas Auwarter, 

an adjunct instructor of jazz percussion at 

UMKC, has taught at the camp since 2010 and 

is excited about the musical growth he sees in 

students every summer.

“The camp is near and dear to my heart,” 

Auwarter said. “When I started teaching at the 

camp, I was initially skeptical about how much 

can actually be accomplished in just a few days. 

But it’s amazing to see the students grow musi-

cally right before your eyes. They know way 

more when they leave after those few days of 

intensive work, and it really boosts their confi-

dence. It’s very gratifying to see.”

Zachary Morrow, now a senior in the 

UMKC Jazz Studies program, also described 

the impact of attending the camp while he was 

in high school. 

“I knew that Bobby Watson was at UMKC, 

and I had played festivals there, so I decided 

to attend the camp going into my junior year 

at University City High School [in a suburb of 

St. Louis],” Morrow said. “There was a heavy 

focus on combos, and that was pretty cool. It 

was great to share the music and the experi-

ence with people from other states. Originally, I 

had my heart set on going to Juilliard, but after 

going to the camp, I decided to go to UMKC.”

Like most jazz camps, the final day finishes 

with afternoon concerts showcasing music the 

student combos have worked on and practiced 

throughout the preceding days. But accord-

ing to Thomas, the real reward for the students 

happens in the give-and-take of classes and jam 

sessions before those final performances.

“In the combo settings and especially with 

the evening jam sessions, we make sure the stu-

dents get plenty of opportunity to improvise,” 

he said. “We also want to make sure they have 

a real grounding in jazz tradition, but we really 

encourage them to have input in the charts they 

work on with their combos. Often, they’ll come 

up with their own original arrangements.”

This year’s edition of the UMKC Jazz Camp 

runs June 24–28.  —Terry Perkins
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Camp co-director Dan Thomas works 
with a student at the UMKC Jazz Camp.
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MIDWEST

Birch Creek Music Academy
Egg Harbor, Wisconsin 
July 15–28; July 29–August 11
The summer residential music academy is for young musicians between 
the ages of 13 and 19 who are considering music as a career path.

Faculty:  Jeff Campbell, Program Director, David Bixler, Bob Chmel 
Cost:   $2,100

Contact:  registrar@birchcreek.org, birchcreek.org/academy/apply-now

Creative Strings Workshop
Columbus, Ohio
July 1–7
With a focus on bowed string instruments for professionals and am-
ateurs age 14 and up, the workshop offers small ensemble coaching, 
clinics and master classes.

Faculty:  Christian Howes, Joel Harrison, Diana Ladio, Jennifer Vincent 

Cost:  Packages begin at $1,095

Contact:  Christian Howes, chris@christianhowes.com, (614) 332-8689,  
 christianhowes.com

Elmhurst College Jazz Combo Camp
Elmhurst, Illinois
June 19–21
This non-residential camp is designed to help middle-school and high 
school-students expand their knowledge of jazz. Fees includes instruc-
tion, lunch and a live performance at Fitz’s Spare Keys.

Faculty:  Doug Beach, Frank Caruso, Mark Colby, Tom Garling

Cost:  $350

Contact:  jazzcamp@elmhurst.edu

Fernando Jones’ Blues Camp
Chicago, Illinois
July 8–13
Blues camps are held throughout the year at locations around the world 
and are designed for intermediate to advanced students between the 
ages of 12 and 18, free of charge. An online audition is required.

Faculty:  Fernando Jones and other professional educators.

Cost:  Free

Contact:  blueskids.com, (312) 369-3229, info@bueskids.com.  
 Audition online at bluesKids.com/earlybird

Hinton Bass Institute at Oberlin
Oberlin Ohio
July 7–14

This residential program is open to bass students ages 13–21, of all abili-
ty levels and for musical genres from jazz to classical.

Faculty:  Robert Hurst III, Mimi Jones, John Kennedy, David Murray

Cost:  $1,150

Contact:  Anna Hoffmann, ahoffman@oberlin.edu, oberlin.edu/summer

Hoagy’s Workshop at the Elkhart Jazz Fest
Elkhart, Indiana 
June 21–23
Middle-school and high-school students will develop solo and ensemble 
skills in a fun environment. The program emphasizes improvisation.

Faculty:  Rob Parton, Terry Myers, Bill Allred

Cost:  $20 per student.

Contact:  (574) 293-4469 or (574) 529-1455, elkhartjazzfest.com/workshop 

Illinois Summer Youth Music
Urbana-Champaign, Illinois
July 15–21
Senior jazz (grades 8-12) and junior jazz (grades 6-8) one-week residen-
tial programs are offered. Senior combos focus on improvisation, while 
junior combos offer a big-band experience with combo possibilities.

Faculty:  Chip McNeill, Ron Bridgewater, Tito Carrillo, Larry Gray

Cost:  $650 (all-inclusive), $430 (doesn’t include housing)

Contact: isym.music.illinois.edu, isym@illinois.edu

Interlochen Arts Camp 
Interlochen, Michigan
June–August
Student-artists in grades 3–12 learn from world-class instructors and 
produce presentations in music, dance, film and visual arts.

Faculty:  Instructors have included Bill Sears, Jeremy Allen

Cost:  See website 

Contact:  admission@interlochen.org, camp.interlochen.org

Birch Creek Music Academy
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Jamey Aebersold’s Summer  
Jazz Workshops
Louisville, Kentucky

June 30–July 13
These workshops have earned a reputation 
for producing the best intensive programs 
for learning jazz improvisation. Each year, 
we assemble the nation’s leading educators 
and performers dedicated to providing an 
intensive learning experience for musicians 
of all ages and skill levels. Theory Classes, 
ear training, combo performance and 
master-class sessions allow musicians the 
opportunity to grow and develop their fullest 
potential.  Whether a beginning improvis-
er or a seasoned pro, attendees will leave 
with new and exciting ideas about how to 
improve.

Faculty:  Rufus Reid, David Friesen,  
 John Goldsby, Tyrone Wheeler,  
 Chris Fitzgerald, Rich Armandi,  
 Bob Sinicrope, J.B. Dyas,  
 Randy Salman, Hunt Butler,  
 Jason Tiemann, Steve Barnes,  
 Colby Inzer, Jonathan Higgins,  
 Corey Christiansen, Mike Di Liddo,  
 Pat Lentz, Dave Stryker,  
 Zvonimir Tot, Craig Wagner,  
 Bobby Floyd, Todd Hildreth,  
 Phil DeGreg, Steve Allee, Floyd,  
 Dan Haerle, Andy Laverne,  
 Jamey Aebersold, Jim Snidero,  
 Jim Carroll, David Kana,  
 Jerry Tolson, Mike Tracy,  
 Tom Walsh, Walt Weiskopf,  

 Jack Wilkins, Shelley Yoelin,  
 Sara Caswell, Pat Harbison,  
 Rick Simerly, Steve Davis,  
 Tim Coffman, Ansyn Banks,  
 Jim Ketch, Bobby Shew, Bob Symer,  
 Scott Wendholt, Dick Sisto

Cost:  $595, week-long tuition (includes  
 all classes and concerts); $260  
 Sunday through Friday dorm  
 accommodations; $160, week-long  
 meal plan (16 meals); $45 airport  
 pickup and drop-off; $45, additional  
 early nights in the dorm; $100,  
 Aebersold’s 2-day seminar; $150,  
 2-day bass-drum-guitar workshop  
 primer.

Contact:  Jason A. Lindsey,  
 jason@jazzbooks.com,  
 (812) 944-8141,  
 summerjazzworkshops.com

Kansas City Jazz Camp
Kansas City, Kansas
June 4–8
A camp with an all-star student big band will 
feature faculty concerts, master classes and 
jazz theory. All instruments are accommodat-
ed, and musicians ages 13 and up can attend.

Faculty:  Mike Pagan, Doug Talley

Cost:  $225 (lunch included)

Contact:  Jim Mair, (913) 288-7503,  
 kansascityjazz.org

Keith Hall Summer Drum Intensive 
Kalamazoo, Michigan
June 18–23; June 25–30
This jazz drum camp offers master classes, 
jam sessions and rehearsals with professional 
rhythm sections.

Faculty:  Instructors have included  
 Jay Sawyer, Christian Euman

Cost:  $679 (tuition and meals),  
 $190 (housing)

Contact:  (201) 406-5059, keithhallmusic.com 

McNally Smith Summer  
Jazz Workshop
St. Paul, Minnesota
June 22–28
These workshops are an opportunity for teens 
age 13 and up to get music-industry experi-
ence, jam with peers and study with faculty. 

Faculty:  McNally Smith faculty

Cost:  See website

Contact:  workshops@mcnallysmith.edu,  
 Dr. Scott Agster, (651) 361-3601,  
 scott.agster@mcnallysmith.edu,  
 mcnallysmith.edu/summer/ 
 workshops

Northern Illinois University  
Jazz Camp
DeKalb, Illinois
July 8–13
This camp is for jazz instrumentalists in grades 
8–12, of all skill levels, who want to focus on a 
improvisation and ensemble playing.

Faculty:   Geof Bradfield (director)

Cost:   $570 (postmarked June 1 or earlier),  
 $630 (postmarked June 2 or later)

Contact:  Kristin Sherman,  
 ksherman2@niu.edu,  
 (815) 753-1450,  
 niu.edu/extprograms/ 
 summer-camps/jazz.shtml

Oakland University Piano Camp
Rochester, Michigan
June (dates TBA)
The program is ideal for pianists 12–17 years of 
age. Younger pianists will be considered upon 
recommendation of the faculty.

Faculty:  See website

Cost:  $395

Contact:  (248) 370-2030, Rebecca Happel,   
 happel@oakland.edu or  
 Tian Tian, ttian@oakland.edu 

Orbert Davis’ Chicago Jazz 
Philharmonic Jazz Academy
Chicago, Illinois
July 16–27 
The two-week, full-day intensive camp is for 
students of all levels between 10 and 17, who 
will receive college  and career counseling.

Faculty:  Orbert Davis, Dr. Roosevelt Griffin,  
 members of the Chicago Jazz  
 Philharmonic

Cost:  between $200 and $425  
 (scholarship, payment plans and  
 discounts available)

Contact:  Sarah Pietlicki, (312) 573-8932,  
 jazzacademy@chijazzphil.org,  
 chicagojazzphilharmonic.org

Roberto Ocasio Latin Jazz Camp
Cleveland, Ohio
June 10–15
This resident music camp specializes in Latin 
jazz for students in grades 8–12. Study the 
music's culture and its relationship to popular 
music. The camp includes technical aspects of 
performance. 

Faculty:  Bobby Sanabria (artistic director/  
 artist-in-residence), Paul Ferguson

Cost:  $700 ($650 if enrolled by April 1)

Contact:  robertoocasiofoundation.org,  
 (440) 572-2048,  
 trof@robertoocasiofoundation.org

Shell Lake Arts Center:  
Big Band for Adults
Shell Lake, Wisconsin

June 15–17
Perform jazz ensemble big band under the 
guidance of Shell Lake Arts Center’s nationally 
recognized teaching artist faculty.  This work-
shop for adults is open to all levels of experi-
ence, whether you’re perfecting your jazz skills 
or need to polish the dust off your instrument.

Faculty:  See website

Cost:  $300 (noncredit), $425  
 (one graduate credit)

Contact:  (715) 468-2414,  
 info@shelllakeartscenter.org,  
 shelllakeartscenter.org
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Shell Lake Arts Center:  
Extreme Strings
Shell Lake, Wisconsin

June 10–15
Stringed instrument players can learn about 
jazz, blues and rock performance with the help 
of esteemed educator Randy Sabien at this 
week of camp. Violin, viola, cello and bass play-
ers will explore alternate rhythms and scales 
outside of the old-school classical repertory.

Faculty:  Randy Sabien

Cost:  $625 ($595 if received before  
 March 1)

Contact:  (715) 468-2414,  
 info@shelllakeartscenter.org,  
 shelllakeartscenter.org

Shell Lake Arts Center: Jazz 
Ensemble and Combo
Shell Lake, Wisconsin

June 17–22; June 24–29
Large ensembles and groups are prevalent at 
this SLAC camp. The program, which is directed 
toward students in grades 6-12, targets individual 
improvisation and arranging, among other topics.

Faculty:  See website

Cost:   $625 per session (early bird rate of  
 $595 if received by March 1)

Contact:  (715) 468-2414,  
 info@shelllakeartscenter.org,  
 shelllakeartscenter.org

Shell Lake Arts Center: Jazz 
Improvisation and Combo
Shell Lake, Wisconsin

July 1–6
Jazz improvisation and small groups are the 
focus at this SLAC camp session. The program, 
which is directed toward students in grades 
6-12, targets individual improvisation and 
arranging, among other topics.

Faculty:   See website

Cost:   $625 per session (early bird rate of  
 $595 if received by March 1)

Contact:  (715) 468-2414,  
 info@shelllakeartscenter.org,  
 shelllakeartscenter.org

Tri-C JazzFest Music Camp
Cleveland, Ohio
June 18–29
Musicians between 12 and 18 spend two weeks 
at a jazz camp that culminates in a world-class 
jazz festival at Cleveland’s Playhouse Square. 

Faculty:  Mark Mauldin (director)

Cost:  $300, $250 (if registered before  
 May 18)

Contact:  (216) 987-6145,  
 tri-c.edu/creative-arts-academy

Tritone Cool on the Lake
Baileys Harbor, Wisconsin
August 8–13

Tritone is all about playing, learning and 
keeping it fun. Curriculum is focused on adult 
learners (no one under 21 admitted) of all 
experience levels and includes participation 
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in small combos, big bands, guided improvi-
sation/theory classes, instrument instruction 
and jam sessions. And with a 5:1 camper-fac-
ulty ratio, personal attention is available.

Faculty:  Terell Stafford, Gene Bertoncini,  
 Janet Planet, John Harmon,  
 Rod Blumenau, Dean Sorenson,  
 Tom Washatka, Zach Harmon,  
 Ike Sturm

Cost:  $875 (space is limited). Lodging for  
 2018 is unavailable, though there  
 are near-by accommodations.

Contact:  Bob DeRosa, (585) 377-2222,  
 bob@tritonejazz.com,  
 tritonejazz.com

UMKC Jazz Camp
Kansas City, Missouri
June 24–28

Steeped in the rich jazz history of Kansas City, 
the UMKC Jazz Camp brings world-renowned 
performers and jazz educators to Kansas City 
to work with talented young instrumental-
ists ages 12 and up. Jazz Camp co-directors 
Bobby Watson and Dan Thomas, as well as 
distinguished clinicians provide insight and 
inspiration to student combos in a welcoming 
environment.  Participants form lasting friend-
ships as they delve deep into jazz in intensive 
combo rehearsals and coaching sessions. 
Daily master classes with Jazz Camp faculty, 
theory and improvisation classes, and frequent 
faculty performances provide a well-rounded 
experience that touches on all aspects of jazz 
performance and history. Jazz Camp partici-
pants improve technical and improvisational 
skills, and aural acuity while studying the 
standards of the past and new, innovative 
literature. All instruments are welcome. The 
UMKC Jazz Camp concludes with a public 
performance by the student combos.

Faculty:  Co-directors Bobby Watson and  
 Dan Thomas

Cost:  $320 (before April 23), $350 (April  
 24 or later)

Contact:  info.umkc.edu/cmda-jazz/ or  
 conservatory.umkc.edu/festivals,  
 vallee@umkc.edu, (816) 235-5448

University of Central Oklahoma 
Jazz Lab Summer Jazz Camp
Edmond, Oklahoma

June 24–29
Campers can join the award-winning UCO Jazz 
Faculty for a jam-packed week designed to get 
students playing jazz. Participate daily in com-
bos, master classes, improv and theory sessions, 
jazz history presentations, big band reading 
sessions and evening jam sessions in a relaxed 
environment. The session is open to instrumen-
talists ages 14 and up.

Faculty:  Brian Gorrell, Lee Rucker, Jeff Kidwell,  
 Clint Rohr, Kent Kidwell,  
 Michael Geib, Danny Vaughan,  
 Dennis Borycki, David Hardman,  
 Ryan Sharp, Zac Lee

Cost:  $350; on-campus housing starts at  
 about $35 per night for a double  
 occupancy space.

Contact:  Brian Gorrell, (405) 974-5285,  
 briangorrell@ucojazzlab.com,  
 ucojazzlab.com
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University of Michigan MPulse 
Jazz Institute
Ann Arbor, Michigan

July 8–14
The MPulse Jazz Institute is open to students 
in grades 9–11. All instruments are welcome. 
Class offerings include improvisation skills, jazz 
history, applied instrument training, musician-
ship and small group (combo) performance. 

Faculty:  Dennis Wilson

Cost:  $1,175 (need and merit-based  
 scholarships available) 

Contact:  (866) 936-2660, music.umich.edu/ 
 mpulse, mpulse@umich.edu or  
 dwjazz@umich.edu

University of Missouri–St. Louis 
Jazz Camp  
St. Louis, Missouri
June 3–8
This big-band camp is designed for students, 
grades 7 and up, to learn more about improvi-
sation and performance.

Faculty:  Jim Widner, Chip McNeill 

Cost:  $319, $369 (after April 1), $210  
 (5 nights lodging with breakfast  
 and dinner each day)

Contact:  flanniganj@umsl.edu,  
 music.umsl.edu

University of Toledo Summer  
Jazz Institute  
Toledo, Ohio
June 10–15
Middle school through college level players, 
as well as professionals and teachers take 
part in small groups; improvisation is 
emphasized.

Faculty:  Gunnar Mossblad, Vic Juris

Cost:  $500, plus hotel cost (a limited  
 number of scholarships available)

Contact:  Gunnar Mossblad,  
 gunnar.mossblad@utoledo.edu,  
 utsummerjazz.utoledo.edu

UW–Madison Summer  
Music Clinic
Madison, Wisconsin

June 17–June 23; June 24–29
The Summer Music Clinic at the University 
of Wisconsin offers enthusiastic middle- and 
high-school musicians skill development 
and performance classes led by talented 
and professional music educators from 
around the country. The camp also provides 
social and recreational activities, and 
evening concerts. Students experience 
campus living and staying in a residence 
hall with experienced, friendly counselors. A 
commuter option is available. Junior session 
(students completing grades 6-8): June 17–
June 23; senior session (students complet-
ing grades 9-12): June 24–29.

Faculty:  Recruited from around the country

Cost:  $664 (junior), $720 (senior), $428  
 (commuter)

Contact:  (608) 263-2242, smc@dcs.wisc.edu,  
 continuingstudies.wisc.edu/smc
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88 Creative Keys
Denver, Colorado
July 10–13
At 88 Creative Keys workshops, music teachers 
are taught to improvise, use technology, lead 
off-bench activities, direct group teaching 
and acquire updated business skills with 
today’s leading pedagogues. Unlike big music 
conferences, 88 Creative Keys offers individual 
attention to a small group of participants.

Faculty:  Bradley Sowash, Leila Viss

Cost:  $150-$450 (depending on number  
 of days in attendance)

Contact:  88creativekeys.com

Brubeck Institute Jazz Camp
Stockton, California
June 17–23

Opportunities designed for students in grades 
9-12 include five big bands, five jazz com-
bos, improvisation classes, jazz history and 
master classes with professional musicians. 
Attendance averages 100 students.  

Faculty:  TBA

Cost:  $850, $750 (commuter)

Contact:  Steve Perdicaris,  
 musicamp@pacific.edu,  
 (209) 946-2416,  
 go.pacific.edu/musiccamp

Brubeck Institute Summer  
Jazz Colony
Stockton, California

August 4–11
The Summer Jazz Colony is a one-week, 
intensive educational program for students 
who are entering their sophomore, junior or 
senior years of high school. Students will study 
with Brubeck Institute faculty and guest artists 

in combo rehearsals, master classes, classes in 
jazz theory and advanced jazz improvisation, 
as well as attend seminars on the music of 
Dave Brubeck and other topics.

Faculty:  Past faculty includes Stefon Harris,  
 Ingrid Jensen, Helen Sung,  
 Eddie Gomez, SFJAZZ Collective,  
 Lewis Nash

Cost:  $1,700

Contact:  Melissa Riley, (209) 946-3196,  
 brubeckinstitute.org

Centrum Jazz Port Townsend
Port Townsend, Washington
July 22–29

Jazz Port Townsend is open to instrumentalists 
and singers high-school age to adult. More 
than 200 participants divide into ensembles 
to focus on improvisational skills. Participants 
also attend master classes and performances 
offered by more than 35 world-class musi-
cians, all hand-picked by artistic director John 
Clayton. The week culminates in a series of 
faculty and participant concerts. Auditions are 
required.

Faculty:  Terell Stafford, Jeff Hamilton,  
 Stefon Harris, Matt Wilson,  
 Jazzmeia Horn, George Cables,  
 Gary Smulyan, Kendrick Scott,  
 Taylor Eigsti, Tamir Hendelman,  
 Graham Dechter, Katie Thiroux

Cost:  $835, $640 (room and board)

Contact:  Gregg Miller, gmiller@centrum.org,  
 (360) 385-3102 x109,  
 centrum.org/jazz

Cornish College of the Arts: Jazz  
at Cornish
Seattle, Washington
July 16–21
Designed for students aged 12–19, Jazz at 
Cornish affords talented students an oppor-
tunity to develop their jazz improvisation 
skills with the nationally renowned Cornish 
College of the Arts jazz faculty and special 
guest artists. Students can expect an exciting 

and fun-filled week playing in ensembles with 
other talented students and will benefit from 
both formal and informal tutoring by the 
faculty. The Intensive has been designed so 
aspiring young musicians can unleash their 
creative potential and develop the impro-
visational skills required for spontaneous, 
interactive music making. Through various 
exercises designed to cultivate deeper listen-
ing skills and boost confidence, the workshop 
will delve into the art of jazz improvisation. 
The week culminates in a concert featuring all 
of the students in ensembles of different sizes 
and styles.

Faculty:  Dawn Clement, Mark Taylor,  
 Matt Wilson, Chuck Deardorf,  
 Jay Thomas.

Cost:  $475

Contact:  (800) 726-2787, cornish.edu/ 
 summer/courses/jazz_at_cornish

Cornish College of the Arts:  
Summer at Cornish
Seattle, Washington
July 9 – August 11
With many scheduling options, including 
the ability to bundle intensives, the summer 
music program at Cornish College of the Arts 
provides a perfect platform for older children 
and teens to expand their knowledge, grow as 
an individual, develop strong audition pieces 
and get a real taste of college life.

Faculty:  Dawn Clement, Mark Taylor,  
 Chuck Deardorf, Jay Thomas,  
 Matt Wilson, Peter Mack,  
 Ivona Kaminska-Bowlby,  
 Courtney Fortune, Alek Edmonds,  
 BC Campbell, Tim Carey, Kelly Ash

Cost:  $475-$1,260

Contact:  cornish.edu/summer,  
 extension@cornish.edu

Idyllwild Arts Summer Program 
Idyllwild, California
June 24-July 7
Learn from some of the best artists in the 
country—professionals who earn a living 
playing and teaching the next generation of 
musicians. Performers will get the opportunity 
to rehearse and perform daily in big bands and 
combos, as well as getting specialized coach-
ing. Daily curriculum will include music theory, 
arranging and improvisational techniques, 
and master classes. Guest artists and faculty 
perform with students at concerts held at the 
end of each week.

Faculty:  Tom Hynes, Dave Beatty,  
 Paul Carman, Marshall Hawkins,  
 Dan St. Marseille, Dan Radlauer,  
 Charles Richard

Cost:  $3,165

Contact:  Diane Dennis, (951) 659-2171 x2365,  
 summer@idyllwildarts.org,  
 idyllwildarts.org/summer

Jam Camp West
Loma Mar, California
July 21–27
Jam Camp West is 7-day music, dance and vocal 
program set among the redwoods of Loma Mar, 

Cornish College of the Arts
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California. For 10-15 year olds, Jam Camp shows 
youth contemporary music trends along with the 
cultural underpinnings of jazz. Outdoor activities 
and creative adventures round out each day.

Faculty:  Marcus Shelby, Josiah Woodson,  
 Faye Carol, Mark Rosenthal

Cost:  $975 

Contact:  livingjazz.org, (510) 858-5313

Jazz Camp West 
La Honda, California
June 23– July 30

Jazz Camp West is an 8-day music, dance and 
vocal program for adults and teens (15 and old-
er) held in the redwoods of La Honda, California. 
Fifty all-star faculty and 250 students of all skill 
levels attend classes, open mics, faculty concerts 
and late-night jam sessions.

Faculty:  Allison Miller, John Santos,  
 Sara Gazarek, Randy Porter,  
 Marcus Shelby

Cost:  $1,300- $2,085 (depending on  
 accommodations)

Contact:  livingjazz.org, (510) 858-5313

JazzFest Jazz Camp 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
July 17–21
All incoming 7th to 12th grade musicians and 
vocalists are welcome. Class offerings include 
jazz improvisation, jazz theory, history of jazz, 
combo rehearsal and more. Top camp band 
and top vocalists will perform on the main 
stage of JazzFest 2018.

Faculty:  Dr. Paul Schilf (director),  
 Jim McKinney, Joel Shotwell,  
 Denise Perry, Chris Vadala (guest  
 artist) 

Cost:  $352-$405 (scholarships available)

Contact:  info@sfjb.org,  
 siouxfallsjazzfest.com/jazzcamp

Jazzschool Girls’ Jazz & Blues Camp
Berkeley, California
July 30 –August 3
Produced by Jazzschool faculty and leaders of 
the Montclair Women’s Big Band, Jean Fineberg 
and Ellen Seeling, this instrumental and vocal 
camp provides a supportive musical environ-
ment where girls have fun and develop self-con-
fidence. Campers hone improvisational, technical 
and ensemble skills, while meeting new friends 
and creating music with other young musicians 
from the Bay Area and beyond. 

Faculty:  Jean Fineberg, Ellen Seeling,  
 members of the Montclair Women’s  
 Big Band.

Cost:  $499

Contact:  (510) 845-5373, girlscamp@cjc.edu,  
 cjc.edu/girlscamp

Jazzschool High School Jazz 
Intensive
Berkeley, California
July 23–27
This five-day intensive program counts only six 
to eight advanced high school jazz instru-
mentalists. Musicians are selected to work 
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closely with top Bay Area jazz artists for a 
week of rehearsals, master classes and private 
lessons. Students develop improvisation and 
arranging/composition skills in an intensive 
rehearsal format. Openings are available for 
all rhythm section instruments and horns.

Faculty:  Michael Zilber (director)

Cost:  $495 per session, $900 for both  
 sessions

Contact:  Erik Jekabson, erik@cjc.edu,  
 cjc.edu/intensive

Jazzschool Summer Youth Program
Berkeley, California
June 18–29
The Jazzschool Summer Youth Program offers 
two five-day sessions open to performers on 
all instruments entering grades 7 through 10. 
With consultation, the program is also open 
to students entering grade 6. All students 
participate in daily ensembles, theory classes, 
private lessons, workshops and performances 
with visiting guest artists, and every student is 
featured in a performance at the conclusion of 
each session.  

Faculty:  Faculty available cjc.edu

Cost:  $495 per session, $900 for both  
 sessions

Contact:  Rob Ewing, (510) 845-5373 X14,  
 rob@cjc.edu, cjc.edu/jsyp

Jazzschool Vocal Intensive
Berkeley, California
August 6–11
This week-long program is designed to 
help singers define, create and perform in a 
distinctive and authentic style. Jazz singing 
is like a tree that can grow branches in many 
genres. With roots firmly grounded, this 
unique intensive emphasizes the technical, 
creative and spiritual aspects of singing 
and serves as a catalyst for artistic growth, 

no matter where your path leads. Open to 
intermediate to advanced singers with a limit 
of 10 students.

Faculty:  Laurie Antonioli (director),  
 Theo Bleckmann

Cost:  $950 

Contact:  Laurie Antonioli, laurie@cjc.edu,  
 cjc.edu/vocalintensive

Jazzschool Women’s Jazz &  
Blues Camp
Berkeley, California
March 19–23
The Jazzschool Women’s Jazz & Blues Camp is 
a concentrated week-long program, provid-
ing musicians the opportunity to study and 
perform jazz and related styles of music. This 
supportive environment equips musicians with 
technical and artistic skills they can apply to 
jazz in any setting, while affording them op-
portunities to network with others who share 
their passion for music.

Faculty:  Jean Fineberg, Ellen Seeling and  
 members of the Montclair Women’s  
 Big Band.

Cost:  $499

Contact:  (510) 845-5373, womenscamp@ 
 cjc.edu, cjc.edu/womenscamp

Lafayette Summer Music Workshop
Lafayette, California
July 22–27
In its twentieth year, the Lafayette Summer 
Music Workshop provides an intimate and 
inspiring environment for learning and playing 
jazz. Master classes, improvisation workshops, 
combos, theory and free choice classes are led 
by pre-eminent jazz musicians. The average 
student to teacher ratio is 6:1. Students as 
young as is 11 through adult-age performers 
are accepted..

Faculty:  Bob Athayde (director),  

 Kyle Athayde, Anton Schwartz,  
 Mary Fettig, Alex Hahn, Rick Condit,  
 Matt Zebley, Guido Fazio,  
 Zac Johnson, Kasey Knudsen,  
 Melecio Magdaluyo, Alex Murzyn,  
 Colin Wenhardt, Dann Zinn,  
 James Mahone, John Daversa,  
 Erik Jekabson, Ryan DeWeese,  
 Dave Len Scott, Doyle Cooper,  
 Alan Ferber, Dave Martell,  
 Jon Hatamiya, Jeanne Geiger,  
 Sullivan Fortner, Frank Martin,  
 Tammy Hall, Joan Cifarelli,  
 Tom Patitucci, Mike Dana,  
 Brian Pardo, Robb Fisher,  
 Richard Giddens, Dan Parenti,  
 Terry Miller, Mark Ferber, Alan Hall,  
 Deszon Claiborne, Dave Meade,  
 John Santos, Michaelle Goerlitz

Cost:   $650-$690 (scholarships available)

Contact:  lafsmw.org, (925) 914-0797

LYNX Camp Music Industry Program, 
University of Colorado-Denver
Denver, Colorado
June 17–29
This camp provides high school students with 
a snapshot of what it’s like to have a career in 
the contemporary music industry. Students 
get a preview of the CU Denver college music 
programs, including the areas of singer/song-
writer, music business, recording arts and 
performance/ensembles. 

Faculty:  Peter Stoltzman, Owen Kortz,  
 Todd Reid, Peter Ellingson,  
 Benom Plumb, Storm Gloor,  
 Lorne Bregitzer, Megan Burtt,  
 Owen Trujillo, Angie Stevens,  
 Lukas Vesely, Curtis Madigan

Cost:  $2,100 (residential students), $1,100  
 (commuter); scholarships are  
 available 

Contact:  Kelli Rapplean, (303) 315-7468,  

Centrum Jazz Port Townsend
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 lynxcamp@ucdenver.edu;  
 cam.ucdenver.edu/summercamps,  
 ucdenver.edu/academics/colleges/ 
 CAM/LYNX_Summer_Camps/Pages/ 
 LYNX_Summer_Camps.aspx

Mel Brown Summer Jazz Workshop 
Monmouth, Oregon
August 5–11
Students perform in large and small jazz 
ensembles and attend seminars that span 
topics like theory, history, improvisation, music 
business and music technology. The work-
shop also features jam sessions and faculty 
performances. 

Faculty:  Mel Brown and others. Faculty  
 appointments may shift based on  
 camp numbers and/or availability.

Cost:  See website

Contact:  (503) 838-8275,  
 melbrownworkshop@wou.edu,  
 melbrownjazzcamp.com 

Monterey Jazz Festival Summer 
Jazz Camp
Pebble Beach, California

June 10–16 (middle school students); 
June 17–23, (high school students)
The Monterey Jazz Festival Summer Jazz Camp 
is a residency immersion program for jazz 
students grades 6 through college freshman 
looking to explore interactive performance 
and improvisation skills. Classes and rehearsals 
are for big bands, combos, vocal performance, 
master classes and daily workshops. Tia Fuller 
and Ingrid Jensen, 2018’s artists-in-residence, 
will work with students during the high-school 
session. 

Faculty:  Prior artists-in-residence teaching at  
 MJF’s camp include  
 Terence Blanchard, Regina Carter,  
 John Clayton, Kurt Elling,  
 Branford Marsalis, Joshua Redman,  
 Dianne Reeves

Cost:   $550 (day campers), $1,000  
 (residency campers); scholarships  
 available.

Contact:  ReNae Jackson, (831) 373-8843,  
 renae@montereyjazzfestival.org,  
 montereyjazzfestival.org  

Sacramento Traditional  
Jazz Society Teagarden Trad  
Jazz Camp

Pollock Pines, California
July 29- August 4, August 6–12
The Teagarden Trad Jazz Camp is a full week 
of camp in the Sierra Nevada foothills with 
faculty and counselors focused on improvisa-
tion, instrumental/vocal technique and small-
band performance. Learn trad-jazz, swing and 
improvisation in a supportive, non-competi-
tive environment. No audition to apply; open 
to students between the ages of 12 and 20. 

Faculty:  Rusty Stiers, Bria Skonberg,  
 Jeff Kreis, Greg Varlotta,  
 Anita Thomas, Nathan Ketner,  
 Jason Wanner, Curtis Brengle,  
 Nahum Zdybel, Matt Perrine,  
 Ed Metz, Jr., Shelley Burns.

Cost:  $695.00 (all inclusive)
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Contact:  Bill Dendle, bdendle@comcast.net,  
 (916) 927-5222, sacjazzcamp.org

San Jose Jazz Summer Camp  
at Valley Christian
San Jose, California
June (dates TBA)
San Jose Jazz Summer Camp is a rigorous 
and fun two-week learning lab for middle- 
and high-school students with backgrounds 
ranging from intermediate to pre-professional. 
Camp offers straight-ahead and Latin jazz, 
small and large ensembles, music theory, 
vocals, Latin percussion lab, ear training, 
improvisation, performance, sight-reading and 
more.

Faculty:  Wally Schnalle (director)

Cost:  $750; ($700 before May 1).

Contact:  Wally Schnalle,  
 wallys@sanjosejazz.org,  
 sanjosejazz.org/summercamp

Stanford Jazz Workshop 
Stanford, California
July–August

The Stanford Jazz Workshop offers three 
jazz immersion opportunities for young 
players: Giant Steps Day Camp for middle 
school students, Jazz Camp—a residential 
program for ages 12–17—and Jazz Institute, 
which puts advanced young players togeth-
er with some of the greatest jazz musicians 
in the world, focusing on improv skills and 
combo performance. Students can attend 
our 2-week programs, the Giant Steps 
Package, the Jazz Camp Package or the 
Advanced Package, which combines two 
weeks of jazz immersion into a continuous 
program. Adult jazzers will enjoy the Jazz 
Institute. Jazz Camp and Jazz Institute are 
integrated with the Stanford Jazz Festival. 
Giant Steps Day Camp for middle school 
musicians (July 9–13); Jazz Camp Week 1 for 
ages 12–17 (July 15–20 or July 22–27); Giant 

Steps Package for middle school musicians 
(July 9–July 20); Jazz Camp Package for 
ages 12–17 (July 15–27); Jazz Institute for 
adults with acceptance for performers 17 
and younger by audition (July 29–August 
3); Advanced Package for ages 12-17 by 
audition (July 22–August 3); World Rhythm 
(July 29–August 3).

Faculty:  Past faculty includes Lisa Fischer,  
 Camila Meza, Ethan Iverson,  
 Allison Miller, Linda Oh, Julian Lage,  
 Mark Turner, Taylor Eigsti,  
 Dayna Stephens, Anat Cohen

Cost:  $895-$3,030 per week, depending  
 on program and housing choices

Contact:  Janel Patton,  
 registrar@stanfordjazz.org,  
 stanfordjazz.org (650) 736-0324

University of California San Diego 
Jazz Camp
La Jolla, California
June 24–29
Jazz Camp at University of California San 
Diego is a five-day summer program designed 
for intermediate- to advanced-level jazz 
musicians ages 14 to adult. Enrollment is 
Iimited to a maximum of 60 students, who 
will work directly with our faculty of interna-
tionally renowned jazz artists, exploring styles 
ranging from classic bebop to contemporary 
open-form. Students receive one-on-one and 
small group instruction, earning three units of 
University of California continuing education 
credit.

Faculty:  Charles McPherson, Gerald Clayton,  
 Matt Wilson, Mark Dresser,  
 Anthony Davis, Gilbert Castellanos,  
 Holly Hofmann, Larry Koonse,  
 Peter Sprague, David Borgo,  
 Michael Dessen, Joshua White,  
 Rob Thorsen

Cost:  $1,000 (commuter), $1,500  
 (on-campus room and board)

Contact:   jazzcamp@ucsd.edu,  
 jazzcamp.ucsd.edu  

University of Colorado–Boulder 
Summer Jazz Academy
Boulder, Colorado
July 8–13
The CU Summer Jazz Academy is an oppor-
tunity for a select number of talented music 
students from around the country to receive 
world-class jazz instruction in a one-week 
summer session. Participants will be placed 
into jazz combo settings, improvisation classes, 
instrumental master classes and seminar 
sessions with the CU Thompson Jazz Studies 
faculty. Students and Faculty perform together 
each evening.

Faculty:  Brad Goode, Dr. John Gunther,  
 Paul McKee, Jeff Jenkins,  
 Dave Corbus, Bijoux Barbosa,  
 Paul Romaine.

Cost:  $700 (residential), $450 (commuter)

Contact:  Brad Goode,  
 brad.goode@colorado.edu.  
 colorado.edu/music/ 
 summer-college-music/summer- 
 music-academy/summer-jazz- 
 academy 

University of Northern  
Colorado Jazz Camp
Greeley, Colorado
July 15–20
Designed to be intensive, challenging, and 
inspiring, the UNC Jazz Camp is led by facul-
ty from the University of Northern Colorado 
and special guests. Be part of student big 
bands, combos, vocal jazz ensembles, master 
classes, jazz theory and improvisation class-
es, student jam sessions, and nightly faculty 
concerts.

Faculty:  Dana Landry, Steve Kovalcheck,  
 Erik Applegate, Jim White,  
 Kerry Marsh, Julia Dollison,  
 Andy Dahlke, Don Aliquo,  
 Nat Wickham, Paul McKee,  
 Clay Jenkins

Cost:  $385, $280 (room and board)

Contact:  arts.unco.edu/jazzcamp

Vail Jazz Workshop 
Vail, Colorado
August 25–September 3
This jazz intensive features a curriculum of mu-
sical and professional development, focused 
on learning music by ear that culminates in 
several performance opportunities alongside 
professional jazz musicians. Each year, 12 
high-school age musicians (piano, bass, drums, 
sax, trumpet or trombone) are selected to 
participate, with a 2:1 ratio between students 
and faculty. 

Faculty:  John Clayton (director),  
 Jeff Clayton, Wycliffe Gordon,  
 Terell Stafford, Lewis Nash,  
 Bill Cunliffe.

Cost:  See website (need-based  
 scholarships available)

Contact:  workshop@vailjazz.org, vailjazz.org,  
 (970) 479-6146 
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Gabriel Warren was a career diplomat 

whose work for the Canadian govern-

ment had taken him to Cuba and other 

countries around the world. His travels often 

allowed him to indulge his jazz hobby, but hadn’t 

given him the time to pursue his secret desire: He 

wanted to sing. Then one year, he went to sum-

mer camp and came back a changed man.

Over the 25 years that Judy Humenick has 

operated the JazzWorks music education pro-

gram in Ottawa, she has witnessed hundreds 

of stories like these, both from retired profes-

sionals like Warren and young people like sing-

er Kellylee Evans, who applied the confidence 

she gained at JazzWorks to fuel an internation-

al career. (Her latest album is titled Come On.)

Whatever their background and level of 

exposure to musical study, participants set aside 

their inhibitions, pack their camping gear and 

head to the Laurentian Mountains located 90 

minutes north of Montreal to study jazz with 

an international faculty. Over the years, facul-

ty members have included saxophonists Donny 

McCaslin, Ted Nash and Don Braden, trumpet-

ers Derrick Gardner and Jim Lewis, pianist Dave 

Restivo and singer Julie Michels.

“Some of the growth I’ve seen has been 

incredible,” said Humenick. “Our goal has 

always been to provide a safe, supportive envi-

ronment for people to explore music and go 

deeper into it.”

“I made the decision several years ago that I 

will never skip camp,” said vocalist Leslie Toope. 

“It is a highlight of my whole year—time to focus 

on music I love with people who love it as much 

as I do, in a beautiful place. I am amazed that the 

thrill of it has not worn off after 10 years.”

About 1,800 campers have gone through the 

three-day program, about 80 to 90 per year, 

including high school music students looking to 

stretch their horizons and adults like Toope and 

Warren who may have studied music, but who 

previously had never improvised over changes. 

JazzWorks affects them all.

“We’ve had performances by ‘beginners’ that 

have brought the whole camp audience to tears, 

clapping and cheering because this person took 

a chance and pushed themselves,” said Michels, 

who has taught at JazzWorks since 1996. 

“Regardless of your level of expertise, you’re 

humbled and joyful at the force of nature that is 

represented.”

“I learned that I have more potential to ful-

fill,” said pianist Gretchen Schwarz. “My compo-

sition was so complex and difficult for me and 

my combo to play. Dave Restivo told me that it’s 

good because that is how we improve. Another 

instructor told me that I am hearing ‘very 

advanced’ stuff, so that motivated me to improve 

the mechanics of my playing so that I can play 

Drummer Nick Fraser, an Ottawa JazzWorks faculty 
member, collaborates with a camp participant. Hundreds of campers have gone through the program.
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what I can hear.”

“Those are the kinds of discoveries that can’t be predicted,” said 

Humenick. “I’m a true believer in lifelong learning: You’re never too old or 

set in your ways to expand your mind and learn something new.”

Humenick moved to Ottawa from small-town Saskatchewan in the 

mid-’80s and immediately volunteered to work with the city’s annual sum-

mer jazz festival. A federal public servant and amateur musician, she coor-

dinated the festival’s workshops with visiting musicians and identified a 

desire among local residents for longer-term instruction by veteran artists. 

Ottawa had a few restaurants with weekly jazz brunches, but no perma-

nent jazz venue and neither local university offering degree-granting jazz 

programs.

In 1994, along with the members of a local quartet named Chelsea 

Bridge, she launched a weekend instruction program for high school stu-

dents and adults at a residential camp south of Ottawa. In 2006, the sum-

mer program moved to its current location at the CAMMAC Music Centre, 

which offers accommodations in three rustic buildings on the shore of Lac 

McDonald, along with camping facilities. Most attendees share accommo-

dations, and there’s an easy flow between the social program and musical 

studies and performances. 

Whether it’s the rural setting or the shared quarters and communal 

areas, the result seems to break down traditional barriers.

“Any time you’re away from a predictable environment, like a school or 

a practice space, the dynamic of the musical interactions change,” said 

Michels. “When you take all that energy outdoors, something magical can 

happen, if you’re willing. You take away the walls and people create strong 

community.”

“The natural environment makes for a relaxed feeling overall,” said 

Braden, who’s been on the faculty for five years. “Because everyone is liv-

ing there, the learning experience is pretty constant. It happens at various 

levels—in classes and workshops of course, but also at meals and concerts. 

Plus, a stimulating conversation or jam session might happen any time.”

Participants are grouped into ensembles based on experience, and fac-

ulty members teach material appropriate to each level. In addition, work-

shops are held on specific topics and students can choose which ones to 

attend.

“Since the students are mainly adults, the relationships are very relaxed 

and open,” said Braden. “Very often, the participants know exactly what 

they want and are not afraid to ask for that.”

In addition to instrumental studies, since 2010 JazzWorks also has 

focused on composition. As part of the program’s 25-year anniversary 

it will publish The Ottawa JazzWorks Real Book, a collection of original 

works that have been presented at past camps.

Another special element of the 25th season will be the addition of some 

faculty members from Cairo—first-rate Egyptian musicians who recently 

accompanied Michels at a gala concert there.

As she looks back over what the program has accomplished in 25 years, 

Humenick is proudest of the achievements that exist outside of the sum-

mer program. These include a year-round mentorship program, a jazz in 

the schools outreach component, monthly jam sessions that attract a broad 

range of musicians from the local community and performances by sever-

al JazzWorks participants at regional jazz festivals.

“People have formed lasting friendships through camp,” said 

Humenick. “They’ve formed bands and recorded together, and a lot of 

them keep coming back. Of the 1,800 campers, we’ve had about 40 percent 

returnees. We have one couple that has missed only one year out of 25.”

Warren, now in his early 80s, continues to embrace his early experienc-

es at JazzWorks. He released his first album in 2013, and now has a sec-

ond one in the works. When he leads a JazzWorks jam session, as he did in 

mid-December, the concept of building and supporting a community of 

equals—the core of JazzWorks—is always in the forefront.

The main camp runs August 16-19, while the Composer's Symposium 

is set for August 13-16. DB

Guitar faculty member Lorne Lofsky (left) 
works with musician Neil Sealy.

An atmosphere of camaraderie at Ottawa JazzWorks 
helps to break down traditional barriers.

Ensembles at Ottawa Jazzworks sometimes 
include musicians from multiple generations.

Ottawa JazzWorks has been providing 
music instruction to campers for 25 years.
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INTERNATIONAL

Fernando Jones’ Blues Camp
Tokyo, Japan
July 23–27
Fernando Jones’ Blues Camps are held 
throughout the year at locations around the 
world, including Nashville, Tennessee (July 
2–4), Chicago (July 8–13) and London. The pro-
gram is designed for intermediate to advanced 
students between the ages of 12 and 18, and is 
free of charge. All candidates must complete 
an online audition. The Blues Kids Foundation 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization.

Faculty:  Fernando Jones and other  
 professional educators.

Cost:  Free

Contact:  blueskids.com or  
 fernandojones.com, (312) 369-3229  
 or Info@BluesKids.com. Audition  
 online at bluesKids.com/earlybird 

 
International Music Camp at 
International Peace Garden 
International Peace Garden, North 
Dakota
June 17–23
This resident camp on the border between 
North Dakota and Manitoba offers a full-week 
session of jazz studies, including performing 
in a big band, jazz theory and improvisation, 
performing in combos, faculty master classes 

and optional private lessons with acclaimed 
artist-teachers. This program is open to 
students completing grades 7–12 with at least 
three years of playing experience. There are 
other camp events on other dates, too. See 
website for details.

Faculty:  Dr. Greg Gatien, Brian Hanegan,  
 Jenelle Orcherton, Anna Penno,  
 Dr. Jeremy Brekke, Dean McNeill,  
 Dr. Kyle Norris, Dr. Nat Dickey,  
 Dr. Russell Ballenger,  
 Graydon Cramer, Keith Price,  
 Mark Godfrey, Jeff Presslaff,  
 Michelle Mailhot, Helen White,  
 Jonathan Alexiuk 

Cost:  See website. 

Contact:  internationalmusiccamp.com,  
 info@internationalmusiccamp.com,  
 (204) 269-8468 (Canada),  
 (701) 838-8472 (USA) 

KoSA Cuba Camp & Festival
Havana, Cuba 
March 4–11

KoSA Music is proud to present its 17th 
edition of the KoSA Cuba Workshop and 
Fiesta del Tambor (Havana Rhythm and 
Dance Festival) taking place in Havana. 
U.S. legal travel is possible and univer-
sity credit is available (up to 3 from U.S. 
universities). Hands-on classes, seminars, 
playing, excursions and evening concerts 
are part of the program. The workshop is 
a one-week immersion of Cuban rhythms, 
music and culture. Daily classes are given on 
conga, bongo, timbales, drumset and other 
instruments by some of Cuba’s top artists. All 
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KoSA Cuba Workshop & Festival
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instruments are supplied on site.  Included 
in the daily schedule are sessions by Cuban 
ethnomusicologists, visits to museums and 
religious ceremonies, local interaction  with 
Cuban musicians, playing sessions and 
nightly concerts, which feature artists such 
as Chucho Valdes, Klimax, Los Papines, Los 
Munequitos de Matanzas and many more. 

Faculty:  Giraldo Piloto, Yaroldy Abreu,  
 Adel Gonzales, Amadito Valdes,  
 Oliver Valdes, Rodney Barreto,  
 Enrique Pla, Panga and guest 
 artists, including Antonio Sanchez 

Cost:  Visit website for details.

Contact:  Aldo Mazza (director),  
 (800) 541-8401, (514) 482-5554,  
 kosamusic.com

Langnau Jazz Nights,  
Jazz Workshop
Langnau, Switzerland
July 23–29
The main goal of the Jazz Workshop is 
to bring musicians together. In addition 
to theoretical and practical classes with 
experienced teachers, students also have 
the opportunity to meet jazz musicians 
from throughout Switzerland and the world. 
Students will improvise with them, exchange 
knowledge and share experiences, all of 
which make Langnau Jazz Nights an unfor-
gettable experience.

Faculty:  Adam Nussbaum, Ohad Talmore,  
 Brad Goode, Vic Juris,  
 Andy Laverne, Jay Anderson,  
 Judy Niemack

Cost:  CHF 680, CHF 350 for students of a  
 university of music (includes festival  
 pass)

Contact:  jazz-nights.ch,  
 workshops@jazz-nights.ch

Langnau Jazz Nights,  
Junior Jazz Workshop
Langnau, Switzerland
July 23–29
The Junior Jazz Workshop for children and 
teenagers between 10 to 18 years old is 
unique. In addition to classes that take into 
consideration age and skill level, participants 
also have the opportunity to join the instru-
mental classes of the Jazz Workshop and spe-
cial workshops of the performing bands. As 
a result, participants get the chance to work 
with internationally acclaimed jazz musicians 
and teachers. 

Faculty:  Christoph Siegenthaler, Ivo Prato,  
 Niculin Christen, Adam Nussbaum,  
 Ohad Talmore, Brad Goode,  
 Vic Juris, Andy Laverne,  
 Jay Anderson, Judy Niemack

Cost:  CHF 250 (includes festival pass)

Contact:  jazz-nights.ch,  
 workshops@jazz-nights.ch

Langnau Jazz Nights, Master Class 
for Jazz Piano
Langnau, Switzerland
July 23–29
For the fourth time, the Langnau Jazz Nights 

offers a master class for jazz piano. This master 
class is offered in in collaboration with the 
Lucerne University of Applied Science and 
Arts. Six to 8 participants (selected by a jury) 
will have the opportunity to work with Aaron 
Goldberg. The 5-day workshop includes indi-
vidual lessons, theory classes and workshops.

Faculty:  Aaron Goldberg

Cost:  CHF 680, CHF 350 for students of a  
 university of music (includes festival  
 pass)

Contact:  jazz-nights.ch,  
 workshops@jazz-nights.ch

MacEwan University Summer 
Jazz Workshop
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Summer (dates TBA)
This workshop offers musicians the opportu-
nity to study and perform in both big band 
and combo formats. Improvisation, technique 
and performance skills are developed in a fun 
and friendly rehearsal setting. The workshop is 
open to standard big-band instrumentalists 13 
and older. 

Faculty:  MacEwan University faculty  
 members and guest clinicians. 

Cost:  See website.

Contact:  (780) 633-3725,  
 conservatory@macewan.ca,  
 macewan.ca/conservatory 

Ottawa JazzWorks Jazz Camp  
and Composers’ Symposium
Harrington, Quebec, Canada

August 13–16, August 16–19
JazzWorks’ 25th Annual Jazz Camp and 
Composers’ Symposium provides an opportu-
nity for singers and instrumentalists to learn 
jazz theory and technique from award-win-
ning, highly innovative Canadian jazz 
musicians and special guests. It’s an intensive, 
adult-focused learning experience where 
participants of all levels immerse themselves in 
combo rehearsals, master classes, improvisa-
tion, jazz history, composition and arranging, 
with nightly jam sessions and outstanding fac-
ulty and participant concerts. The Composers’ 
Symposium runs Aug 13–16, and the Jazz 
Camp runs Aug. 16–19.

Faculty:  William Carn (music director),  
 Don Braden, David Restivo, 

 Yves Léveillé, Julie Michels,  
 Alex Samaras, Adrian Vedady,  
 Lorne Lofsky, Garry Elliott,  
 Nick Fraser, Steve Boudreau,  
 Tara Davidson.

Cost:  $485.00 (accommodation and  
 meals are extra)  

Contact:  (613) 523-0316,  
 jazzworkscanada.com

Samba Meets Jazz Workshops
Lisbon, Portugal  
April 2–8

This musical exchange attracts vocalists and 
instrumentalists of all levels and musical 
backgrounds from across the world. The pro-
gram encompasses both straightahead and 
Brazilian jazz, and it emphasizes ensembles, 
harmony and improvisation, vocal repertoire 
and technique, scatting, Brazilian rhythms, 
phrasing and styles, percussion, self-ac-
companiment for vocalists, and more. The 
schedule provides time for campers to take 
advantage of Lisbon’s rich cultural heritage 
and nightlife. Grant-funded discounts for 
European participants, and partial scholar-
ships are available.

Faculty:  Nilson Matta (Artistic/Music  
 Director), Chico Pinheiro,  
 Harry Allen, Catarina dos Santos.

Cost:  See website.

Contact:  sambameetsjazz.com;  
 alice@sambameetsjazz.com;  
 (888) 435-4003; (917) 620-8872.

University of Manitoba Jazz Camp
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
August (Dates TBA)
This camp strives to foster the growth of par-
ticipants’ jazz skills. Enrollment at the camp 
is open to a wide variety of participants: 
junior- and senior-high students, university 
students, jazz musicians, music educators 
and anyone hoping to further their perfor-
mance skills. 

Faculty:  Past instructors include  
 Steve Kirby,Derrick Gardner,  
 Jon Gordon, Quincy Davis,  
 Will Bonness and Anna Lisa Kirby 

Cost:  See website. 

Contact:  umanitoba.ca/faculties/music/prep/ 
 jazzcamp.html


